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Fort Lupton, building on the traditions of the past, will 
strive to provide every citizen with a safe, healthy and 
prosperous environment to live, learn, work and play 
while encouraging quality and well-managed growth.

VISION
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The purpose of this Comprehensive Plan is to help express what kind of city Fort Lupton will be in the 
future.  This vision expresses the community members’ desire for Fort Lupton to be a place that has a 
sustainable standard of living and a high quality of life for everyone.  Citizens want: 

This vision and the guiding principles that follow provide the foundation for the Fort Lupton 
Comprehensive Plan.

To strengthen the downtown and to encourage business owners and citizens to invest 
in the community.
Safe, clean, friendly neighborhoods that have homes, shopping, parks, schools and 
jobs within walking distance.
Community leaders to collaborate with residents, developers, business owners, school 
leaders and other governments to create a vibrant city.
To support all ages, ethnicities, cultures and income groups and to encourage a spirit 
of openness and opportunity.
To encourage growth that helps to strengthen the city’s identity and economy and that 
maintains or improves the environment.

•

•

•

•

•
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One of the primary goals of the Fort Lupton Comprehensive Plan is for Fort Lupton to become a 
sustainable city that provides ample opportunities for all of its residents to live, learn, work and play.  
Every element of the plan (Growth and Land Use; Image and Design; Economic Development; 
Housing; Education, Culture and History; Parks, Open Space, Recreation, Trails and Tourism; 
Transportation and Environment) contributes to this goal.  As we worked with the community to 
determine what their dreams are for Fort Lupton, the following Guiding Principles arose as the core 
values for the comprehensive plan.

Preserve Small Town Culture
•  Maintain strong connections between citizens and groups 
   (chamber, seniors, schools, etc)
•  Sustain pride in the appearance of homes and businesses
•  Incorporate local art into the built environment
•  Promote healthy, safe neighborhoods

Make Fort Lupton a Comfortable Place for Everyone
•  Strive for a diverse housing supply that is available, 
    affordable and accessible to all citizens
•  Ensure that parks, trails, public facilities and neighborhoods 
    are ADA-accessible
•  Support all ages, ethnicities, cultures and income groups 
    and encourage a spirit of openness and opportunity

Grow from the Core
•  Establish growth tiers based on ability to provide affordable 
    public services and infrastructure 
•  Support agricultural uses

Focus on Downtown
•  Implement the Fort Lupton Business Corridor Plan
•  Attract economic development
•  Encourage mixed-use developments and accessory 
   dwelling units
•  Make downtown visible from Highway 52
•  Support land uses that will help to expand/strengthen the
   downtown area

Create an Interconnected, Robust, and Attractive 
Transportation Network

•  Construct multi-use streets (autos, bicycles, pedestrians)
•  Implement a trails system that connects the entire
   City to the region
•  Provide public transit
•  Promote the South Platte Loop

Become an Educational City
•  Strengthen the partnerships with Aims Community 
    College and the Weld County School District Re-8
•  Interpret the history, culture and nature of the area
•  Incorporate public education in all public spaces 
    including buildings, trails, parks, etc.
•  Preserve and build on Fort Lupton’s history
•  Promote life-long learning

Embrace the South Platte River Corridor
•  Encourage ecological tourism 
•  Create a major park and open space system
•  Highlight the historic fort
•  Require public access through reclaimed gravel sites

Encourage Environmental Sustainability
•  Enhance the area’s wildlife habitat
•  Protect air and water quality
•  Require energy and water conservation
•  Minimize environmental impacts
•  Promote recycling

   GUIDING PRINCIPLES
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These Guiding Principles are included at the beginning of each element (those that are not applicable 
to the element are shaded gray.)



INTRODUCTION

The Comprehensive Plan:
•  Expresses a long term vision of the community.
•  Represents the public interest.
•  Provides policy direction and guides land use decisions. 
•  Presents a comprehensive strategy to shape the community’s 
   future.
•  Coordinates City functions that are interrelated.
•  Helps balance competing interests.
•  Promotes orderly growth and economic health.
•  Encourages regional cooperation and consideration for both 
    the built and natural environment.

“The comprehensive plan is a framework and guide for accomplishing community 
aspirations and intentions.  It states goals and objectives and recommends 

courses of action for future growth and development of land, public facilities and 
services and environmental protection.”

- Colorado Department of Local Affairs Office of Smart Growth

What is a Comprehensive Plan

The City of Fort Lupton prepared a General Plan in 1968 to 
anticipate growth and guide this growth in a manner that 
provides the community with a balance of land uses that 
promotes economic growth while retaining a superior quality of 
life.  Another General Plan was completed in 1973 followed by 
a new Comprehensive Plan which was adopted in 1986.  In the 
mid 1990s, this plan was again revised and the current Land
Use Plan was adopted in 1997.  The Land Use Plan has not 

been reviewed in its entirety since 1997.  There are elements of the plan that contain policies that are no longer 
applicable, no longer appear to be a City priority, or policies that are too general to be implemented.  In 2002, the 
Colorado State House of Representatives passed a bill requiring all municipalities with a population of 2,000 or 
more to adopt a Comprehensive Plan.

The Fort Lupton Comprehensive Plan sets forth the community’s vision for their City.  This plan is a tool to help 
the Fort Lupton community ensure that it grows and evolves in a manner that is consistent with their vision.  It is 
intended to serve as a road map for City Staff, City Council, advisory committees, developers and citizens to 
achieve the goals set forth in this plan.

Purpose of the Comprehensive Plan

Planning Process

fort      lupton 3



The City of Fort Lupton determined that the Comprehensive Plan should be updated, “so that it is a statement of 
public policy and an expression of the community’s vision for the future.  It also should represent the 
community’s values for positive economic growth and development, as well as preserving the quality of life the 
residents currently enjoy.”

The Fort Lupton Comprehensive Plan is a community-based, citizen-driven effort.  The Civil Resources 
Comprehensive Plan Team worked closely with Fort Lupton’s youth and adults, the City’s elected and appointed 
officials, and staff to ensure that the community’s ideas are the heart of this document.  The Fort Lupton 
Comprehensive Plan is the product of cooperative visioning of the:

•  Citizens of Fort Lupton,
•  Fort Lupton Planning Commission,
•  Fort Lupton City Council,
•  Fort Lupton Administration and Staff,
•  Fort Lupton Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee,
•  Fort Lupton Seniors,
•  Fort Lupton Middle School Student Council, and
•  Residents within Fort Lupton’s Planning Area.

Planning Process (continued)

INTRODUCTION

Web Page
The City used the Fort Lupton Comprehensive Plan website as a tool 
to inform and educate the community about the project, to access the 
community survey and to post project updates, meeting dates, draft 
maps and goals, survey results, etc. 

Questionnaire
The City distributed English and Spanish surveys at City Hall, a 
Chamber of Commerce meeting, at a workshop with Fort Lupton 
seniors, and at the first two community workshops.  The City made a 
concerted effort to reach Spanish-speaking citizens by distributing the 
surveys to the English as a Second Language program through the 
Weld County School District Re-8 and also going door-to-door to local 
businesses to distribute the surveys.  The City also mailed 
approximately 2,300 surveys with the water bill.  Refer to Appendix A 
for the survey results.

Seniors Workshop
Civil Resources attended a luncheon with approximately fifty Fort 
Lupton seniors and facilitated a key pad polling survey to learn what 
the seniors needs and thoughts for the community’s future are.  Refer 
to Appendix B for the survey results.

Community Input

fort      lupton4



INTRODUCTION
Community Input (continued)

Chamber Of Commerce

Middle School Workshop

Community Workshops
Civil Resources, Fehr and Peers and ForeSee Consulting
facilitated a series of three workshops with the community.
Each workshop was highly interactive and well attended.

Workshop One
The Comprehensive Plan Team educated the group about each
element of the plan and used key pad polling to determine how

used to evaluate the Land Use Maps that would be created
during Workshop Two.  Refer to Appendix C for the survey results
and a newspaper article about the workshop.

Workshop Two
The public played the “Growth Challenge Game, ” in which
participants divided into six groups and placed homes, jobs,
parks, trails, public facilities on an aerial photograph of Fort
Lupton’s planning area. Each group used a “Growth Challenge
Gazette” to understand smart growth principles and the
community’s preferences that were determined in Workshop One.
The themes that developed through this workshop were used to
create the Guiding Principles.  Refer to Appendix D for the
“Growth Challenge Gazette,” the workshop results and a
newspaper article about the workshop.

citizens want the City to grow and to define the criteria that we

fort      lupton

Civil Resources met with the Fort Lupton Middle School Student 
Council to learn what role youth play in the community and what they 
would like to change about Fort Lupton.  Students’ long-range vision 
for Fort Lupton incorporates many positive attributes including:

•  A safe and understanding community;
•  Open space, parks and sports;
•  A nice, clean, unpolluted quiet place;
•  A good place to live with no drugs, a happy city;
•  A small town with good schools, a college/university; and
•  Good neighborhoods and more entertainment.

One anonymous participant summed things up nicely: “I would like
a City where my child can have everything he or she needs.”

Civil Resources met twice with the Chamber of Commerce to 
present the findings from the Community Workshops and to 
obtain the members’ input on the Comprehensive Plan.

5



INTRODUCTION

How to Use the Comprehensive Plan
Citizens

•  Use this Comprehensive Plan as a guide for what citizens can 
expect for future development in Fort Lupton.

•  The Vision, Introduction, and Guiding Principles define the 
community’s overarching intentions with this plan.

•  The goals, policies and strategies in each element outline 
specific objectives and methods to achieve these intentions.

•  The Land Use Map indicates use types, future development 
patterns, and long range growth objectives.

•  The Growth and Land Use section provides guidance on how the 
City can continue to grow in a manner that:  is consistent with 
the City’s Land Use Plan, maintains Fort Lupton’s compact 
development pattern and allows the City to maintain a high level 
of municipal service.

• Image and Community Design focuses on the physical and 
architectural elements of Fort Lupton.  It provides community 
design principles to encourage high quality, unique, diverse 
neighborhoods that reinforces Fort Lupton’s identity and 
enhances the physical environment.

• Economic Development presents a plan for revitalizing and 
promoting downtown Fort Lupton and capitalizing on Fort 
Lupton’s assets, such as its multilingual citizenry, Aims 
Community College, the South Platte River and its proximity to 
two major highways.

Community Input (continued)
Workshop Three
The Comprehensive Plan Team presented the results of the Growth 
Challenge Game and used the criteria developed in Workshop One to 
evaluate each game board and to create a Synthesis Plan/Land Use 
Map.  Next, the Team used key pad polling to ensure that the citizens 
approved every aspect of the plan.   Refer to Appendix E for the survey 
results and a newspaper article about the workshop.

The results from the survey and the public workshops form the 
foundation of this Comprehensive Plan.

fort      lupton6



INTRODUCTION
Citizens (continued)

• Housing outlines goals and strategies to increase the variety of 
housing types, densities and prices to accommodate a variety of 
lifestyles and income levels.  The Comprehensive Plan 
encourages housing types to be integrated into each block, rather 
than clustering large masses of similar product types.

• Education, Culture, and History provides a road map for becoming 
an “educational city” and for expanding opportunities to celebrate 
the community’s culture and history as the City grows.

• Parks, Open Space, Recreation, Trails and Tourism outlines goals 
and strategies for becoming “A City in the Park,” embracing the 
South Platte River Corridor and building a safe, multi-purpose, 
comprehensive trail network.

•  The Transportation section expresses the citizens’ vision for a 
multi-modal transportation system, evaluates the existing 
transportation network, defines new street standards and lists 
action items for the community to address.

• Environment lists things residents and the City can do to promote 
stewardship of the City’s natural resources and to consider the 
needs of both humans and the natural environment.

How to Use the Comprehensive Plan (continued)

fort      lupton 7



INTRODUCTION
How to Use the Comprehensive Plan (continued)
City Staff and City Officials

The comprehensive plan is used to guide the decisions of numerous 
groups.  For example, the City Council uses the plan when making 
decisions that impact growth and development in the community.  Each 
of the City’s many boards and departments should use this document to 
develop their strategic plans and goals. 

1. Collaborate with landowners to encourage development that is 
consistent with the Land Use Map and the community’s vision.

2. Ensure that all development applications meet the intent of the Fort
Lupton Comprehensive Plan and help to further the goals illustrated 
within the plan.

3. Review the goals and strategies annually to evaluate the   
community’s progress and to ensure they are still valid.  Consult with 
outside agencies such as the School District, Weld County, etc. to 
determine demands for services in the community and how changes with 
outside agencies may impact the Comprehensive Plan.

4. Regularly update the Action Plan, identify what has been accomplished, 
what tasks still need to be completed and add new tasks (prioritize and 
identify who is responsible for completing each task).

5. Use the goals and strategies in each section (Growth and Land Use, 
Image and Community Design, Economic Development, Housing, 
Education, Culture and History, Parks, Open Space, Recreation, Trails 
and Tourism, Transportation, Environment) and the Action Plan as a   
tool to help devise the annual budget. 

6. Use the Land Use Map to determine where growth is anticipated, to plan 
for capital improvements and to determine where infrastructure 
investments will be needed.

7. Use the plan as a long-term guide to measure and evaluate public and 
private proposals that influence Fort Lupton’s physical, social and 
economic environment.

8. Ensure that Fort Lupton’s boards and commissions such as the Planning 
Commission, the Quality of Life Committee, the Senior Committee and 
the Historic Preservation Board use the Plan’s direction when making 
recommendations to the City Council..

fort      lupton8



INTRODUCTION
How to Use the Comprehensive Plan (continued)
Developers/Landowners

It is the developers’/landowners’ responsibility to demonstrate 
that their project has met the intent of the Comprehensive Plan in 
their application materials.

1. Locate your property on the Land Use Map and the   
Community Identity and Growth Map.  Determine if your   
proposed use meets the future land use designation(s) and 
whether it is within the community’s growth boundary.

2. Acquaint yourself with the policies set forth in each   
section of the plan (Growth and Land Use, Image and   
Community Design, Economic Development, Housing 
Education, Culture and History, Parks, Open Space,   
Recreation, Trails and Tourism, Transportation,    
Environment).  These principles and policies should be   
considered in the design and implementation of your project.

3. Meet with the City Planner to discuss your project and   
how it relates to the Comprehensive Plan.

Land Use Map Community Identity and Growth Map

fort lupton 9



INTRODUCTION
How to Use the Comprehensive Plan (continued)

Conflicts

If there is a conflict between the intention of the Comprehensive Plan 
and something on the land, the landowner/developer should 
collaborate with the City to arrive at an appropriate solution.  For 
example, if the Land Use Map shows park/trail locations that are in 
sensitive areas or conflict with the developer’s plans, consider 
alternative locations on the property that meet the intent of the plan. 

Update/Amendment Process

This Comprehensive Plan is a citizen-based plan which outlines the 
community’s vision for Fort Lupton.  As attitudes change and the 
community grows, this Comprehensive Plan must be able to adapt 
accordingly.  The Planning Commission, City Council, City staff, etc. 
should reevaluate and update the plan in response to major changes in 
the community at least every three to five years.  Citizens may also 
request changes to the Comprehensive Plan.  Both the written and 
graphic elements of the Comprehensive Plan may be amended.

If an amendment is suggested, the City Council and Planning 
Commission must determine if the suggested change is in the best 
interests of the community and hold a public hearing regarding the 
amendment.  An amendment to the Comprehensive Plan must be done 
by an adopted resolution of the Board of Trustees.  

The Comprehensive Plan may be amended provided the following 
criteria are met:

•  The amendment improves the implementation of one or more 
   of the goals or strategies of the Fort Lupton Comprehensive 
   Plan.
•  The amendment will not pose a detrimental impact on existing 
   or planned City facilities, services, or transportation arteries.
•  Significant community concerns regarding the proposed 
   change have been adequately addressed.

In order to grapple with the prospect of rapid change, Fort Lupton 
residents, businesses, and government have come together to 
promote the development of a new comprehensive plan.  This 
document will not only serve as an update to the Fort Lupton 
Comprehensive Plan, but also will serve as a guide to help make these 
changes as manageable as possible, represent the concerns and 
dreams of the populous, and define what kind of community Fort 
Lupton wants to become.

fort lupton10



INTRODUCTION
History of Fort Lupton

Fur Trade Brings Traders and Forts to the South Platte Valley

(Above) Fourth Street with the Hotel Lupton on the right in the first 
building. There is also a restaurant and a barber shop in the building. 

The next building down is a hardware store. Several horse drawn 
wagons can be seen on the street.

(Below) Two story brick house in Fort Lupton.

Photos courtesy of the South Platte Valley Historical Society and 
Vintage Paper Memories Postcards.  For further information contact 

the Fort Lupton Historic Preservation Board or the SPVHS at  
www.spvhs.org.

 On May 29, 1835, Colonel Henry Dodge and his 
Dragoons, guided by Captain John Gantt, left Ft. 
Leavenworth.  His mission was to create peace and 
harmony among the different Indian tribes in the 
South Platte River Valley.  Lieutenant Lancaster 
Lupton, a young officer accompanying Dodge who 
graduated from West Point, was highly impressed 
with the valley and saw the advantage of a fort being 
located in this area.

After returning to Ft. Leavenworth, Lieutenant Lupton 
was having a few drinks with his friends when he 
made several derogatory remarks about President 
Andrew Jackson.  Faced with a possibility of a court 
martial, Lieutenant Lupton resigned his commission 
and returned to the South Platte Valley.  Early in the 
spring of 1836, he came up the South Platte River to 
a particular site he had visited the year before.  With a 
crew of Indians and Mexicans he built Ft. Lancaster, 
which was made of adobe.  Later he changed the 
name to Ft. Lupton. (The South Platte Valley 
Historical Society is raising money to rebuild the fort 
on the original location, near the South Platte River.)

South Platte Historical Society.

The City of Fort Lupton, named for Lieutenant Lancaster Lupton, who originally came to the area in 1835, saw 
tremendous potential for trading in what is today southern Weld County.  In 1836 Lt. Lupton built a trading post 
and farm which thrived for eight years until a blizzard decimated the area.  Lt. Lupton left for California never to 
return to his trading post.  However, in 1859 two businessmen also recognized the strategically advantageous 
location and settled the area.  Following the completion of a railroad in 1879, residents began to consider 
incorporation and by 1880 had a system of laws, taxes, churches, schools, etc.  Fort Lupton continued to 
prosper throughout the 20th century and moved away from a strictly agricultural economy to include a 
brickyard, milk plant, cannery, and sugar factory.  Fort Lupton became an official Colorado city following 
elections in 1974.

Today, the City’s location just 25 miles away from Denver, Boulder, and Greeley with ready access to major 
transportation networks place Fort Lupton at an important turning point.  With potential for growth over the 
coming decades, Fort Lupton residents are faced with many challenges in preserving the small town 
atmosphere and quality of life while maintaining excellent services in the face of population growth, bolstering 
and diversifying the local economy, and creating a new civic identity to represent the Fort Lupton of today and 
the future.

Related Plans
Crossroads in Eden: Development of Fort Lupton, 1835-2000
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    GROWTH 
AND LAND USE

fort      lupton

Historically, Fort Lupton has grown in a compact fashion, 
with the majority of new development locating near existing 
neighborhoods.  The citizens voiced their strong support 
for continuing this practice and for a phasing strategy that 
creates incentives that encourage development near the 
City’s core.  They want the City to grow so that there are more 
opportunities to live, learn, work and shop in Fort Lupton, 
but they do not want Fort Lupton to lose its small-town 
character.  They felt that the following qualities contribute to 
this character:

Neighbors know and care for one another.
Safe, walkable, friendly neighborhoods.
Quiet, slower pace atmosphere.
Citizens take pride in the appearance of their homes 
and yards.
Well-attended community celebrations.
Houses face the street with most garages less 
prominent than the entrances to the homes.
Schools, parks and neighborhood businesses within
walking distance of most homes.

In order to achieve the citizens’ goals of growing in a compact 
manner, providing infrastructure as effi ciently as possible, 
maintaining agricultural uses and conserving wildlife habitat, 
the City has established the following three growth tiers.

Tier One is the priority growth area that is within half a 
mile of existing water lines and can serve fi ve years of 
population growth (at a 5 percent growth rate).  This 
enables the City to plan for and provide new services 
effi ciently.  The City will consider extending urban 
services beyond this area, but development must pay 
the full costs of doing so. 

Tier Two is Fort Lupton’s secondary growth boundary.  
It has suffi cient land to serve approximately twenty 
years of growth and existing infrastructure is within 
two miles.  There are inherent limitations on growth 
in this tier.  The farther out that the City grows, the 
harder it is to integrate the new development into 

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

Guiding Principles

Preserve Small Town Culture
 •  Maintain strong connections between citizens 
    and groups (chamber, seniors, schools, etc)  
•  Incorporate local art into the built environment
 •  Promote healthy, safe neighborhoods

Make Fort Lupton a Comfortable Place for Everyone
 •  Strive for a diverse housing supply that is 
         available, affordable and accessible to all citizens
 •  Support all ages, ethnicities, cultures and income 
         groups and encourage a spirit of openness and 
         opportunity

Grow from the Core
 •  Establish growth tiers based on ability to provide 
         affordable public services and infrastructure
 •  Support agricultural uses

Focus on Downtown
 •  Support land uses that will help to expand and 
         strengthen the downtown area

Create an Interconnected, Robust, and Attractive 
Transportation Network

Become an Educational City

Embrace the South Platte River Corridor

Encourage Environmental Sustainability

13
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the City and extend the necessary infrastructure.  Therefore, a gradual progression 
of growth from Tier One to Tier Two is recommended.  However, properties in Tier 
Two can become eligible for annexation upon the City’s approval of an overall 
neighborhood plan that addresses the issues associated with annexation.  Upon 
approval of a neighborhood plan, the Comprehensive Plan is amended to extend Tier 
One around the new neighborhood, and to extend Tier Two one-half (1/2) mile from 
existing infrastructure.

Tier Three contains the remaining land that is within Fort Lupton’s planning area that 
would require signifi cant capital investments to provide public services to, such as 
land west of the South Platte River.  The City has or is in the process of entering into 
Intergovernmental Agreements with the surrounding municipalities and Weld County 
to help ensure the City has input regarding any potential development applications 
in this area since changes in land use and transportation systems will directly affect 
the City.  Eighty-six percent (86%) of workshop participants want the City to defi ne 
areas of mutual interest with neighboring communities and develop revenue-sharing 
agreements.

The growth tiers are illustrated on the Community Identity and Growth Map.  This map also 
presents key community gateways, Fort Lupton’s City limits (as of October 2007), the South 
Platte River fl oodplain, Fort Lupton’s wellhead protection area, and major roadways.

This element also presents Fort Lupton’s Land Use Map, which is intended to help the City 
and developers determine what land uses are appropriate in what locale.  The map includes 
a description of the characteristics of and locational criteria for each land use to further help 
determine if a specifi c land use is in the appropriate part of the community.

Related Plans
Vision 2020
Fort Lupton Utilities Master Plan

•

Community Identity and Growth Map14
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Growth and Land Use Policy 1.1: Fort Lupton will promote a 
compact, ef  cient development pattern by encouraging in  ll and new 
development within the Tier One Growth Area that is consistent with the 
vision set forth in this comprehensive plan.

Growth and Land Use Strategy 1.1.1: Expand the annexation review 
criteria to encourage:

•  Annexations that are adjacent to the City limits and
   are within the Tier One Growth Area,
•  Developments that benefi t the community economically and are
   consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and the Land Use Map,
   and
•  The effi cient provision of public facilities and services.

Growth and Land Use Strategy 1.1.2: Require development outside 
of the Tier One Growth Area to pay the full cost of extension and 
provision, operation, and maintenance of utilities and services. 

Growth and Land Use Strategy 1.1.3: Enter into Intergovernmental 
Agreements with Platteville, Firestone, Frederick, Dacono, Brighton, 
Lochbuie and Weld County to coordinate on issues such as:  
community boundaries and separators, revenue sharing, provision of 
public facilities and services, regional trail construction, and compact 
urban development.

Growth and Land Use Strategy 1.1.4: Regularly review the Tier One 
Growth Area and revise it as necessary to refl ect newly extended 
public infrastructure and the City’s ability to provide public services.

Growth and Land Use Strategy 1.1.5: Encourage the areas that are 
designated Agricultural/Cluster Development on the Land Use Map
to provide a variety of housing types and lot sizes while conserving 
large amounts of open space.
REF: Housing Strategy 1.2.4 

Growth and Land Use Policy 1.2: Adequate public facilities and quality 
services should be available to serve current and future residents in 
a cost-effective, ef  cient manner.  Development should occur where it 
can be adequately served by City infrastructure.

Goal 1
Grow from the community’s core in a manner that 

enhances Fort Lupton’s small-town feel.

15
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Growth and Land Use Strategy 1.2.1: Adopt an adequate public facilities ordinance 
to establish a standard for the level of service that should be provided for all public 
facilities and services, including water, sewer, stormwater, parks, streets, trails, 
police, and fi re protection prior to annexing new properties.  Require development to 
pay its proportionate share of expanding public facilities and services.

Growth and Land Use Strategy 1.2.2: Ensure that Fort Lupton’s Capital 
Improvements Plan helps to promote the goals and strategies that are set forth in the 
Comprehensive Plan and that all neighborhood facilities are properly maintained and 
all citizens receive quality public services.

Growth and Land Use Strategy 1.2.3: Coordinate with the School District, Fire 
Protection District, Public Works Department and Parks and Recreation Department 
and review the public dedication standards and impact fees to ensure that they 
include adequate land for all public facilities including parks, trails, open space, 
schools and fi re stations.
REF: PORTT 1.3.1

Growth and Land Use Policy 1.3:  Development should pay its share of the cost to 
provide needed public services, facilities and infrastructure.

Growth and Land Use Strategy 1.3.1: Regularly evaluate dedication requirements, 
development fees and impact fees to ensure that development is paying its share of 
development expenses.

Goal 2 

Create a balance of housing, jobs, shopping, educational and 
recreational opportunities as the City grows.

Goal 1 (continued)
Grow from the community’s core in a manner that 
enhances Fort Lupton’s small-town feel.

Policy 2.1: Evaluate projects with respect to magnitude, scale and diversity of product 
type so that no one project or combination of projects overtakes the character of the 
existing community.

 Strategy 2.1.1:  Require all new development to comply with both the Community
 Design Principles set forth in the Image and Design element of this plan and the

Design Standards adopted by the City.

 Strategy 2.1.2:  Evaluate development proposals in conjunction with the Land Use 
 Map to ensure that there is a balance of land uses within Fort Lupton.

16
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LAND USE TYPE
CHARACTERISTICS LOCATIONAL CRITERIA

Parks and Open 
Space

(P)

Public gathering spaces that include plazas, parks, 
natural areas and major trail corridors.

Small parks and plazas should typically be bounded by local 
streets and within walking and bicycling distance of most park 
users.  Users should not have to cross a major arterial to access 
the park.

Neighborhood parks should be located in conjunction with a 
school whenever possible.  Community parks should be located 
to serve several neighborhoods and should be easily accessed 
from major streets.  Neighborhood parks and community parks 
should contain trailheads.

Homes and businesses should surround and face parks to 
provide casual surveillance.

Agriculture

(A)

Typically includes large parcels of land that are used 
to cultivate crops and nursery stock, to raise animals 
and to provide farm-related products.   Residential 
developments should be clustered and have an 
adequate buffer from agricultural operations.

Located on the outskirts of the community, typically within 
Growth Tiers 2 and 3.  It is important to buffer agricultural uses 
from other uses because agricultural production may include 
a variety of hazards including heavy farm equipment, irrigation 
ditches, herbicides, pesticides, livestock and open burning.

Rural Residential

(R-1, A)

Primarily large lot and clustered single-family 
residences.  Allows for accessory uses with rural 
characteristics, such as horses, crops, orchards and 
nurseries.  Includes supporting uses such as schools, 
parks, public recreation areas and public utilities.

Locate near the edge of the community, near existing rural 
residential subdivisions and sensitive areas such as river 
corridors, rolling terrain, and natural areas (as long as there is an 
appropriate buffer).  They are intended to serve as a transition 
between more intense urban land uses and natural features to 
be protected.

Medium Density 
Residential

(R-1, R-1A, R-2, 
M-H, R-O)

Represents the traditional development pattern in “Old 
Town” Fort Lupton.  Housing types may include single-
family homes, duplexes, townhomes, additional density 
units/mother-in-law units, etc.

Typically located near local and collector streets.  Neighborhoods 
may be bounded by major streets with direct connections 
to parks, trails, schools, and neighborhood centers.
Neighborhoods should be internally served by a system of 
collector and local streets, as well as sidewalks and pedestrian/
bike paths.

Urban Residential

(R-O, R-2, R-3)

Higher density neighborhoods that are primarily 
residential but may include complementary commercial 
and recreational uses.  A mixture of housing types is 
present including single-family homes, townhouses, 
and multi-family homes.

Close to major arterials and transit systems, bounded by major 
streets with direct connection to work, shopping and leisure 
activities.  Neighborhoods should be internally served by a 
system of collector and local streets, as well as sidewalks and 
pedestrian/bike paths.

Neighborhood
Center

(R-O, R-3, C-1)

The focal point of one or more neighborhoods.
Neighborhood centers provide convenient access to 
shops, restaurants and community-oriented services 
such as day care, schools, libraries, and meeting halls. 
Each neighborhood center should contain features that 
celebrate the culture, nature and history of the area in 
prominent locations.

Typically located in urban residential neighborhoods at the 
intersection of two collector streets or a collector and an 
arterial.  Neighborhood centers should be connected with good 
pedestrian and transportation links and are typically within 
a 5- to 10-minute drive or a 10-minute walk or bicycle ride.
Centers must be designed to be compatible with residential 
neighborhoods (i.e., consider lighting, building scale and 
architecture, walkability, etc.).

Mixed-Use

(R-1, R-2, R-3, R-
O, C-1)

The intensity is higher in mixed-use areas than in other 
residential areas.  Land uses are not necessarily mixed 
in each building, development or even within each 
block.  But within the neighborhood, residential and 
non-residential uses are within walking distance of one 
another.

Typically located along arterial roads or at the intersection of two 
collectors, a collector and an arterial or two arterial streets.

Land Use Chart
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LAND USE TYPE
CHARACTERISTICS LOCATIONAL CRITERIA

Downtown

(C-1, R-O)

This is a linear commercial district with complementary 
residential and civic uses that are primarily oriented to 
Denver Avenue and Highway 52.  

Along Denver Avenue and Highway 52 Corridors.  The corridors 
commercial viability relies on careful planning for automobiles, 
but it should be designed and improved to accommodate 
pedestrians, bicycles and transit as well.  Because of the 
heavy traffi c, special design features may be necessary for the 
buildings to be accessible and visible to someone driving by, 
while also practical for transit, bicycle and pedestrian use.

Tier 1 Employment 
Area

(C-2, R-3, I-1)

Will serve as important job centers within the city.  
Typical uses may include business parks, large 
scale commercial (i.e. “big box retail) and a variety of 
complementary uses to meet the needs of employees 
such as business services, high density residences, 
convenience retail, child care, lodging and restaurants. 

Employment area uses must be adequately buffered from less 
intense uses and must comply with the City’s design standards.  
Traffi c generated should not pass through residential areas.  
Sites should have access to one or more major arterials and 
highways capable of handling heavy truck traffi c.  Railroad 
access may also be used.

Tier 2 Employment 
Area

(C-2, R-3, I-1, I-2)

Tier 2 includes heavy industrial uses as well as all of 
the uses in Tier 1. 

Employment area uses must be adequately buffered from less 
intense uses and must comply with the City’s Design Standards.
Traffi c generated should not pass through residential areas.  
Sites should have access to one or more major arterials and 
highways capable of handling heavy truck traffi c.  Railroad 
access may also be used.

Public/Institutional
Facility

(All Zoning 
Districts)

Civic uses such as government offi ces, police and 
fi re stations, libraries, recreation and cultural facilities.  
Uses may also include churches and educational 
facilities.  Public facilities should be inviting public 
spaces that serve as informal gathering areas, with an 
appearance refl ecting their intended use.  

Located in central locations that are highly visible focal points 
and “community shapers.”  The site design, landscaping and 
architecture shall express the public space’s permanence and 
importance, contribute to Fort Lupton’s community identity and 
be easily accessible by automobile, bicycle, and foot.

Mineral Zone 
(Anywhere gravel 
deposit exists, 
may need interim 
A zoning to allow 
mining, ultimate 
zoning dependent 
on location)

Likely contains signifi cant aggregate resources.  State 
law essentially prohibits any surface development until 
the aggregate has been extracted.  This area should 
include a regional trail and an expansive regional park 
as the area is reclaimed.

Generally located within one-half mile of the South Platte River 
Corridor, often in the fl oodplain.

Community Buffer

(A, P)

Typical land uses may include rural residential, 
agriculture and open space.  If property in these areas 
are developed, there must be careful attention to the 
edge to help defi ne the gateway to Fort Lupton and to 
provide a separation between adjacent communities.

Located along the perimeter of Fort Lupton’s planning area.

Wellhead Protection 
Area

Potions of Fort Lupton rely on groundwater for as a 
source of water.  The City has designated a wellhead 
protection area to prevent contaminants from entering 
the area around the public water supply wells. 

This area includes the surface or subsurface area surrounding 
the City’s groundwater wells, through which contaminants are 
reasonably likely to move toward and reach such well or well 
fi eld.  The EPA has identifi ed hundreds of types of potential 
sources of contamination.  Groundwater problems can originate 
on the land surface or subsurface through: chemical storage, 
land spreading of sewage treatment plant sludges, animal 
feedlots, use and spillage of fertilizers, septic tanks, leakage 
from underground storage tanks, etc.

Land Use Chart (continued)
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Guiding Principles

Preserve Small Town Culture
 •  Maintain strong connections between citizens and groups 
    (chamber, seniors, schools, etc.)  
•  Sustain pride in the appearance of homes and businesses
•  Incorporate local art into the built environment
 •  Promote healthy, safe neighborhoods

Make Fort Lupton a Comfortable Place for Everyone
 •  Strive for a diverse housing supply that is available, affordable
          and accessible to all citizens
 •  Ensure that parks, trails, public facilities and neighborhoods 
          are ADA-accessible
 •  Support all ages, ethnicities, cultures and income groups and 
    encourage a spirit of openness and opportunity

Grow from the Core

Focus on Downtown
 •  Implement the Downtown Corridor Plan
 •  Make downtown visible from Highway 52

Create an Interconnected, Robust, and Attractive 
Transportation Network
 •  Construct multi-use streets and provide transit
 •  Implement a trails system that connects the entire 
    City to the region
 •  Promote the South Platte Loop

Become an Educational City
 •  Interpret the history, culture and nature of the area
 •  Incorporate public education in all public spaces 
 •  Promote life-long learning
 •  Preserve and build on Fort Lupton’s history

Embrace the South Platte River Corridor
 •  Create a major park and open space system

Encourage Environmental Sustainability

“Building competitive cities means building more than just 
places to live and work.  It’s about creating places that 
inspire, places with character, places that draw people with 
a personal sense of identity.”
 – Richard Rosen, President Urban Land Institute

Fort Lupton’s built environment refl ects a legacy of a rich 
architectural heritage, moderately scaled buildings, and 
historic neighborhoods.  The tree-lined streets, orderly 
homes with front porches, and well-tended yards all 
contribute to the City’s friendly atmosphere.  The vast 
majority of people that responded to the survey and/or 
participated in the community workshops appreciate the 
City’s character and want the community to grow in a 
manner that maintains this small-town charm.

Sustaining the small town appeal of Fort Lupton will 
require organized growth.  Growing from the core can 
help establish close-knit neighborhoods that are designed 
to foster social interaction and high quality of life.  The 
Image and Design element of the Comprehensive Plan 
presents the Community Design Principles that the City will 
implement to ensure that new construction will contribute to 
Fort Lupton’s special character.  

This element also recognizes the important role that streets 
play in Fort Lupton’s image.  For example, traffi c congestion 
and speeds, the appearance of adjacent buildings and 
signage, the ability to walk/bicycle, and landscaping (or 
the lack thereof) all contribute to the way the community 
feels.  Workshop participants are eager to see downtown 
reinvigorated and a more walkable city.  As a result, Image 
and Design (in conjunction with the Transportation element) 
also provides strategies for creating an attractive, functional 
street system that encourages people to walk and explore 
the community.  

This section also addresses gateways, which create a 
sense of arrival for those entering the city.  Appropriate 
signage, landmarks, plantings, scenic vistas, and distinct 
pavement or architecture at important intersections all set 
the tone for what’s to come.  
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Gateways can infl uence how a resident, business owner, visitor, or investor 
feels when they enter a city.  Each gateway to the City should have a 
common theme but also refl ect the characteristics of its setting and provide a 
welcoming introduction to Fort Lupton to attract activity from all these users.
For example, entering Fort Lupton from the west requires crossing the South 
Platte River.  The river is a beautiful amenity that naturally creates a gateway 
into the City.  Showcasing the South Platte at the Highway 52 and Highway 
85 junction could greatly improve the intersection’s appearance and visual 
appeal.  Community workshops yielded the notion of creating four gateways at 
major intersections marking Fort Lupton entrances and exits. The Community 
Identity and Growth Map identifi es these four gateways (Highway 85 and 
Highway 52; 14th Street and Denver Avenue; Highway 85 and Weld County 
Road 10; Highway 52 and Weld County Road 31).  
A community’s image also extends to how citizens treat themselves, one 
another and their environment.  When we asked citizens what kind of city they 
want to leave to the next generation, they responded that they envision:

A place where citizens embrace each others’ differences and respect
     one another,

A caring, open-minded community,
Excellent schools and a myriad of educational opportunities,
A variety of jobs, housing, and stores,
Plenty of opportunities for active living and recreation,
A clean environment with diverse wildlife and
Many parks and opportunities to interact with other residents. 

The intent of Image and Design is to encourage attractive, high quality design 
that respects the environment; places a high value on the public realm (parks, 
streets, public buildings); is accessible to people of all genders, ages, races 
and ability; and contributes to the City’s culture and sense of place.
“Lots of social gathering places that build a strong community.  A type of 
community that people clamor to move to.  One that is vibrant and provides for 
those less fortunate and allows their access to government.”
 – Survey Respondent
“A clean, safe, comfortable small town image – need growth – but keep the 
image of the above.”
 – Survey Respondent
Related Plans
Vision 2020
The Fort Lupton Business Corridor Plan
Fort Lupton Parks and Trails Master Plan
Fort Lupton Water Conservation Plan

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction

The South Platte River corridor is an 
important part of Fort Lupton’s image.

Citizens want parks within walking 
distance of residents and attractive 
architecture in Fort Lupton.
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“I appreciate the small-town qualities; knowing your neighbors, feeling 
secure, quietness, friendliness of people in general.”
 – Survey Respondent

Image and Design Policy 1.1: Fort Lupton will require new 
development and public places to incorporate the following 
Community Design Principles:

 1.  Build for Everyone

Design neighborhoods, buildings and public spaces to be usable 
by as many people as possible regardless of age, ability or 
circumstance.  Follow universal design principles which strive to 
be all-purpose solutions that help everyone, not just people with 
disabilities and recognize the importance of aesthetic appearance.
Examples of universal design include:  smooth ground surfaces of 
entrance ways, wide interior doors and hallways, and lever handles 
for opening doors rather than twisting knobs.

2. Smart Street Design

Each addition to the street system will be designed considering: 
the experience of the people who will use the streets, landscape 
features, vegetation, topography and adjacent land uses.  Streets 
must be multi-use, safe, functional and attractive.  Streets should 
contribute to the City’s interconnected street pattern to disperse 
traffi c, encourage low speeds and keep traffi c moving.  Shade 
trees, landscaped medians and parkways, and public art should be 
included in streetscape whenever possible.

3. Encourage Walking and Bicycling

Provide a continuous, well-maintained, universally-accessible 
sidewalk/trail system that has an adequate width, is buffered 
from traffi c, and has suffi cient trees and shade.  Provide a safe, 
convenient, defi ned bicycle network for both experienced and 
novice cyclists. The sidewalk system should also help enable 
people to cross streets with ease by providing bulb outs, islands, 
raised cross-walks, etc.  Local streets near schools should have 
traffi c calming features to increase safety for young pedestrians 
and bicyclists. 

Goal 1 
Fort Lupton will uphold a high design standard for new developments 

to maintain the City’s small-town character and to create an attractive, 
functional, welcoming environment for all citizens.

Consider shade, driveway crossings, 
sidewalks, and other basic amenities 
to make walking feasible for everyone.

Consider people of all sizes and 
abilities in design.  Encourage walking 
and biking throughout the community.
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4. Mix Land Uses, Housing Types and Incomes

Provide parks, employment and shopping opportunities, a variety of 
housing types and schools within walking distance of every urban 
neighborhood.  The goal is to design a strong neighborhood structure 
that can accommodate a range of uses and be fl exible enough to 
adapt to change over time.
REF: Housing Policy 1.2

5. Fit Within and Enhance the Environment

Inventory the property’s natural characteristics prior to site design 
so that physical features and views are an integral part of the 
development.  Work with the Colorado Division of Wildlife and City-
approved ecologists to protect and enhance wildlife habitat and follow 
U.S. Green Building Council standards to minimize the development’s 
environmental footprint whenever possible.
REF: Environment Strategies 1.1.2 and 1.4.2

6. Connect the Community 

Blocks should typically be between 400’ – 600’ long to help link streets 
and sidewalks, to disperse traffi c, and to provide multiple direct routes 
between key destinations.  Streets in new developments shall connect 
to Fort Lupton’s street system so that new developments are an 
integrated extension of the existing neighborhood.
REF: PORTT Policy 2.1

7. Weave Public Spaces Throughout Fort Lupton 

Public spaces, such as plazas, civic buildings, schools, outdoor 
spaces and gateway landscapes, shall be highly visible from the 
public realm.  The site design, landscaping and architecture shall 
express the public space’s permanence and importance, contribute 
to Fort Lupton’s community identity and be easily accessible by 
automobile, bicycle, and foot. 
REF: PORTT Policy 1.2

Goal 1 (continued)
Fort Lupton will uphold a high design standard for new developments 
to maintain the City’s small-town character and to create an 
attractive, functional, welcoming environment for all citizens.

Locate civic structures such as 
this museum in the background 
in highly visible and used areas.

Inventory a property’s natural features 
and integrate them into the site 
design.

Land uses can be mixed horizontally 
or vertically.
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8.  Fascinating Focal Points

Build diverse neighborhoods rather than subdivisions adjacent to one 
another.  Each neighborhood shall contain features that celebrate the 
culture, nature and history of the area in prominent locations.  Continue 
to collaborate with Weld County School District RE-8 to promote the 
role of neighborhood schools as community focal points.  Elementary 
schools should be located near the edge of neighborhoods to enable 
sharing between several neighborhoods.

9. Casual Community Surveillance

Bound public open spaces with streets and ensure that adjacent 
lots front and overlook open spaces.  Buildings that face sidewalks, 
plazas and public places should have suffi cient windows to encourage 
visibility and observation by citizens who feel a sense of ownership in 
community.

10. Attractive Architecture and Landscaping

All developments and buildings shall enhance Fort Lupton’s character 
through deliberate consideration of building materials, architectural 
details, colors, building massing, relationship to street and sidewalk 
and adherence to the community’s design standards.  Standardized 
architecture and repetitive designs that may be found in other 
communities should be modifi ed as necessary to complement Fort 
Lupton’s character.  Preserve and restore signifi cant historic structures 
and features whenever possible.

Image and Design Strategy 1.1.1:  Require the designers of all new 
developments, civic buildings and public spaces to demonstrate how 
the project fulfi lls the above community design principles.

Goal 1 (continued)
Fort Lupton will uphold a high design standard for new developments 

to maintain the City’s small-town character and to create an 
attractive, functional, welcoming environment for all citizens.

The homes face the courtyard and 
provide a watchful eye.

The use of wood and stone, the 
front porch and recessed garage 
complement Fort Lupton’s character.  

Use art as a means to 
celebrate Fort Lupton’s culture.
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Image and Design Policy 2.1: Emphasize the community’s gateways to 
announce Fort Lupton’s presence to visitors and residents.
REF: PORTT Policy 1.5

Image and Design Strategy 2.1.1: Enhance the entryways into Fort 
Lupton by adding signage, banners, and landscaping and by working 
with landowners and businesses to improve the appearance of their 
properties.

Image and Design Strategy 2.1.2: Work with community members 
to devise a signature for Fort Lupton and develop standards for 
streetscape, park and trail improvements.  The standards should 
include landscaping, furniture, lighting, art, signage, any unique 
paving requirements, etc.

Image and Design Strategy 2.1.3:  Investigate membership in 
the Main Street USA Program and the Colorado Community 
Revitalization Association to obtain technical assistance and 
funding for Fort Lupton’s downtown.  
REF: Economic Development Strategy 1.2.9

Image and Design Strategy 2.1.4:  Encourage the Fort Lupton 
Arts Council to develop an art in public places program.

Image and Design Strategy 2.1.5: Require all new developments 
to include gateways into neighborhoods.

Image and Design Strategy 2.1.6:  Include gateways to the South 
Platte River Corridor Community Park and the South  Platte Scenic 
Loop in the South Platte Master Plan. 
REF: PORTT Strategy 1.1.1

Image and Design Strategy 2.1.7: Work with landowners, Weld 
County, neighboring communities, Great Outdoors Colorado, 
Colorado Open Lands, the Trust for Public Lands, and other parties 
to create defi ned open space corridors between Fort Lupton and 
neighboring communities and to preserve signifi cant agricultural 
lands and wildlife habitat.

Image and Design Strategy 2.1.7: Work with the South Platte Valley 
Historical Society (SPVHS), Fort Lupton Historic Board and adjacent 
landowners to make the historic Fort more visible and prominent 
from Highway 85 and Highway 52.

Goal 2
Create a Welcoming Identity by Improving the Appearance of 
Major Streets and Downtown.

Continue to implement the banner program to 
celebrate local businesses.

Include gateways (below) and focal points 
(above) in each neighborhood.
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Design Opportunities 
Downtown

Increase the number 
of people downtown by 
encouraging multi-level, 
mixed-use buildings.

Provide places for 
people to rest and 
enjoy the area.

Use art to celebrate 
the city’s culture and 
attractions (such 
as the South Platte 
River).

Use attractive street furnishings and plantings to 
encourage people to linger (above).

Use murals to enhance a building’s character and 
spur visual interest.

Design details are critical to enhance Fort Lupton’s unique character and to add 
visual interest and texture to the City.

Create gathering places and opportunities 
for people-watching.

Festive street decorations 
enliven the public realm.
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Inviting, large 
windows at 
street level.

Landscaped
medians help 
slow traf  c.

Trees provide shade and beautify the street.
Textured pavement to 
identify pedestrian 
crossing.

Design Opportunities (continued) 
Downtown

Mix of land uses and higher densities 
leads to more foot traf  c.

Street tree.

Wide street can be challenging to cross.

Attractive lighting.

Wide sidewalks.

Trees and plantings soften and enliven the 
streetscape.  Large, open storefront windows invite 
shoppers and improve street activity. 

Benches provide 
pleasant  and relaxing 
spaces along the street.

Distinguish the pedestrian corridor from the 
street by encouraging distinct pavement design.

Increase the density, walkability and attractiveness of downtown to encourage 
people to stroll and shop.
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Signage can be unique and incorporate the city’s 
character while being aesthetically pleasing.

This crosswalk and angled median allow pedestrians to 
cross half of the roadway at one time and force them to 

look towards oncoming traf  c (Source: Dan Burden).

Design Opportunities (continued) 
Streetscape

A tree canopy distinguishes the sidewalk from the street, 
improves the aesthetic appearance of the area, and 

enhances the walker or biker’s experience.

Use buffers between land uses, to separate 
pedestrians and automobiles, to screen unsightly 

areas and to buffer sensitve wildlife habitat.

Streetscapes should be pedestrian-friendly and enhance the aesthetic 
character, comfort level, safety and functionality of a street.

Banners, lighting, 
monuments, etc. are 
methods by which a city 
can distinguish itself from 
others and utilize unique 
streetscape design.

Native vegetation use and city-wide design 
schemes can incorporate local character and be 

used throughout the city.
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No security, people, or 
investment in the public 
realm.  There is little 
street activity and the 
area is strictly 
auto-oriented.

Design Opportunities (continued) 
Walkability

Limited shade and no sidewalks. No eyes on the street.

Buildings face public open space.

De  ned 
crosswalks.

ADA-accessible ramps.

Provide places for 
people to socialize.

Homes de  ne edge 
and front public space.

Source: Dan Burden.

Consider the experience of the people who will use Fort Lupton’s streets and 
sidewalks.
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Design Opportunities (continued) 
Gateway

Unremarkable
vegetation

Auto-oriented
intersection is dif  cult 
to cross on foot.

Bridge does not 
distinguish that one is 
entering Fort Lupton.

Intersection is friendly to 
pedestrians and bicyclists.

Unique signage and 
monuments welcome 
visitor into Fort 
Lupton while 
incorporating the 
City’s character.

Lighting and structural 
design create a de  nitive 
“gateway” into Fort Lupton.

Berm incorporating 
native  ora and 
local materials.

Create a welcoming entry into Fort Lupton by improving the appearance of major 
intersections.
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Consistent with the Guiding Principle “Make Fort Lupton a 
comfortable place for everyone,” Fort Lupton will strive to 
create a sustainable standard of living and high quality of 
life for all residents.  This will require a concerted effort to 
strengthen the City’s economy including:

Community-wide and regional collaboration
A distinctive community identity
An inclusive culture 
A compact community
A vibrant downtown
A large variety of commercial, recreational, employment, 
housing and educational opportunities
An interconnected, attractive transportation network that 
includes multiple-use streets, regional trails and public 
transit
A strong educational system that provides opportunities 
for life-long learning
Capitalizing on Fort Lupton’s assets by embracing 
the South Platte River Corridor, promoting local 
entrepreneurship, minority-owned businesses and local 
industry
Identifying and targeting market niches that local 
business can fi ll

The vast majority of citizens that participated in the community 
workshops or sent in surveys spoke of their appreciation for 
Fort Lupton’s strong sense of community.  It will be important 
to continue to foster this small-town feel as the City grows.

Fort Lupton residents also want the City to help the downtown 
thrive.  Ninety-seven percent (97%) of those surveyed said it 
is important to sustain the economic viability of downtown and 
to attract new businesses and industry.  The overwhelming 
majority also supported implementing The Fort Lupton 
Business Corridor Plan.  In addition, eighty-four percent (84%) 
of workshop participants felt the City should provide more 
incentives to attract new business.  The consensus was that 
more businesses of all types and sizes are needed to enable 
people to work and shop in town.  Currently, the majority of 
citizens day-to-day shopping is done outside of Fort Lupton, 
primarily in Brighton, Denver, Broomfi eld and Greeley.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Guiding Principles

Preserve Small Town Culture
 •  Maintain strong connections between citizens and groups 
         (chamber, seniors, schools, etc)  
 •  Sustain pride in the appearance of homes and businesses

Make Fort Lupton a Comfortable Place for Everyone
•  Strive for a diverse housing supply that is available, 

         affordable and accessible to all citizens
 •  Support all ages, ethnicities, cultures and income 
         groups and encourage a spirit of openness and opportunity

Grow from the Core

Focus on Downtown
• Implement The Fort Lupton Business Corridor Plan

 •  Attract economic development
 •  Encourage mixed-use developments and accessory    
         dwelling units
 •  Make downtown visible from Highway 52
 •  Support land uses that will help to expand/strengthen the 
        downtown area

Create an Interconnected, Robust, and Attractive 
Transportation Network
 •  Implement a trails system that connects the entire City to
         the region
 •  Provide transit
 •  Promote the South Platte Loop

Become an Educational City
 •  Strengthen the partnerships with Aims Community College                             

and the School District
 •  Promote life-long learning

Embrace the South Platte River Corridor

Encourage Environmental Sustainability
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Goal 1
Enhance Commercial Corridors and Attract High-Quality 
Commercial Development.

Economic Development Policy 1.1: Fort Lupton will foster economic 
development opportunities that provide high paying jobs, encourage 
private investment in the community, improve the natural environment and 
contribute to Fort Lupton’s prosperity and quality of life.

Economic Development Strategy 1.1.1: Capitalize on the economic 
benefi ts of a multi-lingual citizenry as an asset within the global 
marketplace by supporting and encouraging minority-owned businesses.
REF: ECH Policy 2.2

Economic Development Strategy 1.1.2: Support the creation and growth 
of neighborhood businesses that enhance the vitality and quality of life 
in their communities.  Enforce ordinances to ensure neighborhoods are 
clean and safe, and provide park, recreational and cultural amenities 
nearby to help attract more neighborhood businesses.

Economic Development Strategy 1.1.3: Continue to collaborate with 
the School District, Aims Community College, the Development Corps, 
the Chamber of Commerce, Upstate Colorado, the South Platte Valley 
Historical Society, the Historic Preservation Board and the Quality of 
Life Committee to promote the community and its schools by providing 
information on each entity’s website, in newsletters and through 
community gatherings such as Trapper’s Day.
REF: ECH Policy 1.2

Economic Development Strategy 1.1.4: Ensure that the infrastructure 
needed to support the economy is in place by implementing the master 
utility plans and publicize the quality of municipal services and amenities 
the City offers.

Economic Development Strategy 1.1.5: Encourage local businesses to 
be active and invest in the community.

Economic Development Strategy 1.1.6: Encourage the Quality of Life 
Committee to start an art in public places program and encourage 
business owners to participate.
REF: ECH Strategy 3.1.2

Economic Development Policy 1.2: The City will continue its strong 
relationships with the School District, Aims Community College, the 
Chamber of Commerce, Upstate Colorado, the Development Corps, and the 
South Platte Valley Historical Society to promote economic development.

Encourage new market niches and 
minority-owned businesses.

Collaborate with local businesses to 
landscape and provide street furniture to 

encourage people to stay downtown.
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Goal 1 (continued)
Enhance Commercial Corridors and Attract High-Quality 

Commercial Development.

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.1: Encourage the downtown community 
to participate in park and trail improvements and the development of 
a regional park along the South Platte River.  Ensure that pedestrian 
connections to the River Corridor are strengthened as the park is developed. 
REF: PORTT Strategy 1.4.1

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.2: Continue to meet regularly with 
the School District and Aims Community College to coordinate economic 
development opportunities that are associated with education.

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.3: Strive to ensure that there is an 
adequate supply of housing available for those who work here, that there are 
job opportunities for those who live here, and that there is a balance between 
the wages that are earned and housing prices.
REF: Housing Policy 1.2

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.4: Adhere to the Land Use Map and 
encourage housing, trails, neighborhood centers and childcare facilities near 
employment centers to minimize travel times.  Ensure that the price range and 
mix of housing types complements the nearby employment opportunities.

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.5: Continue to implement and promote 
the banner program.

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.6: Provide incentives to developers that 
bring in strong job growth, e.g. land acquisitions, permit and fee breaks, etc. 

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.7: Coordinate with Aims Community 
College to include students in the landscape certifi cate program to help 
landscape community gateways and downtown.
REF: ECH Policy 1.2

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.8: Create a corridor implementation plan 
to enhance the community’s gateways.  

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.9: Promote the creation of an overall 
Economic Development Plan through collaboration with the Chamber of 
Commerce, Development Corps, business owners, and Upstate Colorado.

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.10:  Take advantage of the Enterprise 
Zone.

Economic Development Strategy 1.2.11: Partner with the Development 
Corps and Chamber of Commerce to expand the website and market the 
community by showing availability of land and infrastructure, the rail line, Fort 
Lupton’s proximity to highways, and current private and public projects taking 
place across the City.

Map of Colorado’s Enterprise Zones.  
Note that Fort Lupton is part of the

 Greeley/Weld County Enterprise Zone.

The City of Fort Lupton’s website.
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Economic Development Policy 2.1: Support efforts that increase the patronage 
of downtown business and/or attract a diversity of new businesses.

Economic Development Strategy 2.1.1: Implement the Fort Lupton Business 
 Corridor Plan.  Key actions include:

Creating a funding mechanism, such as a business 
improvement district to enable physical improvements 
and the hiring of a Downtown Coordinator.
Initiate a community-wide effort to improve the 
community gateways and major corridors through town.
Sponsor additional downtown events.
Rename Highway 52 to 1st Street and install a left turn 
signal on 1st Street at Denver Avenue.
Remove barriers to downtown development by revising 
land use regulations as necessary to allow a mix of land 
uses and to address parking issues.
Design and install new signage, landscaping and 
artwork at the four corners of the Denver Avenue and 
1st Street (Highway 52).
Plant street trees, construct neckdown curb extensions 
and install street furniture to add a pedestrian-friendly 
quality to downtown and to provide a theme to unify the 
area.
Create a gateway to Fort Lupton at 1st Street and 
Highway 85.
Create a pedestrian plaza on the corner of 4th Street 
and Denver Avenue.
Add diagonal parking on one side of 4th Street.
Conduct a detailed study of parking opportunities in 
the alleys east and west of Denver Avenue to increase 
the amount of parking and to make the parking more 
organized and easy to fi nd.
Develop design guidelines for downtown.
Encourage the renovation of existing facades.
Move public uses downtown.
Work with the owners of underutilized buildings to 
establish an art district similar to Loveland, Colorado.

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

Goal 2
Revitalize Downtown Fort Lupton.
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Meet with property owners to discuss adaptive, 
historic preservation reuse of residential structures for 
commercial purposes along the 100 block of Denver 
Avenue.
Design, budget for and construct sidewalks along 4th 
Street through the railroad corridor to downtown.
Encourage the preservation and adaptive reuse of the 
Cannery buildings and residential development of the 
remainder of the site. 
Screen parking and revise the land use code to require 
parking areas to be screened with low walls, hedges 
and plantings.
Plan for 1st Street/Highway 52 widening.
Work with fi nancial partners to write down the cost of 
land in key locations and encourage infi ll development.
Reinforce the Downtown in the Comprehensive Plan 
Update.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

Continue to support 
neighborhood businesses 
that contribute to Fort 
Lupton’s character.

Continue to collaborate with 
Aims Community College and 
the School District to promote 
community interaction and 
life-long learning.

Goal 2 (continued)
Revitalize Downtown Fort Lupton.
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   ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Ahwahnee Principles of Economic Development

The Local Government Commission, a non-profi t entity developed the Ahwahnee Principles for Resource-Effi cient 
Communities in 1991.  These principles provide a blueprint for elected offi cials to create compact, mixed-use, walkable 
communities.  The Ahwahnee Principles of Economic Development were developed in 1997.  
http://www.lgc.org/ahwahnee/principles.html

Prosperity in the 21st century will be based on creating and maintaining a sustainable standard of living and a high 
quality of life for all.  To meet this challenge, a comprehensive new model is emerging which recognizes the economic 
value of natural and human capital.  Embracing economic, social, and environmental responsibility, this approach 
focuses on the most critical building blocks for success, the community and the region.  It emphasizes community-wide 
and regional collaboration for building prosperous and liveable places.  While each community and region has unique 
challenges and opportunities, the following common principles should guide an integrated approach by all sectors to 
promoting economic vitality within their communities, and in partnership with their neighbors in the larger region.

Integrated Approach: Government, business, education, 
and the community should work together to create a vibrant 
local economy, through a long-term investment strategy that:

Encourages local enterprise,
Serves the needs of local residents, workers, and   

 businesses,
Promotes stable employment and revenues by   

 building on local competitive advantages,
Protects the natural environment, increases social   

 equity and
Is capable of succeeding in the global marketplace.

Vision and Inclusion: Communities and regions need a 
vision and strategy for economic development according to 
these principles.  Visioning, planning and implementation 
efforts should continually involve all sectors, including the 
voluntary civic sector and those traditionally left out of the 
public planning process.

Poverty Reduction: Economic development efforts should 
be targeted to reduce poverty by promoting jobs that match 
the skills of existing residents, improving the skills of low-

•
•

•

•

•

income individuals, addressing the needs of families moving 
off welfare, and insuring the availability in all communities of 
quality affordable childcare, transportation, and housing.

Local Focus: Because each communitiy’s most valuable 
assets are the ones they already have, and existing businesses 
are already contributing to their home communities, economic 
development efforts should give fi rst priority to supporting 
existing enterprises as the best source of business expansion 
and local job growth.  Community economic development 
should focus instead on promoting local entrepreneurship to 
build locally-based industries and businesses that can succeed 
among national and international competitors.

Industry Clusters: Communities and regions should identify 
specifi c gaps and niches their economies can fi ll, and promote 
a diversifi ed range of specialized industry clusters drawing on 
local advantages to serve local and international markets.
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The Ahwahnee Principles of Economic Development 

(continued)

Wired Communities: Communities should use and 
invest in technology that supports the ability of local 
enterprises to succeed, improves civic life, and provides 
open access to information and resources. 

Long-term Investment: Publicly supported 
economic development programs, investments, and 
subsidies should be evaluated on their long-term 
benefi ts and impacts on the whole community, not on 
short-term job or revenue increases.  Public investments 
and subsidies should be equitable and targeted, 
support environmental and social goals, and prioritize 
infrastructure and supportive services that promote the 
vitality of all local enterprises, instead of individual fi rms. 

Human Investment: Because human resources 
are so valuable in the information age, communities 
should provide lifelong skills and learning opportunities 
by investing in excellent schools, post-secondary 
institutions, and opportunities for continuous education 
and training available to all.

Environmental Responsibility: Communities
should support and pursue economic development that 
maintains or improves, not harms, the environmental 
and public health. 

Corporate Responsibility: Enterprises should 
work as civic partners, contributing to the communities 
and regions where they operate, protecting the natural 
environment, and providing workers with good pay, 
benefi ts, opportunities for upward mobility, and a healthy 
work environment. 

Compact Development: To minimize economic, 
social, and environmental costs and effi ciently use 
resources and infrastructure, new development should 
take place in existing urban, suburban, and rural areas 

before using more agricultural land or open space. 
Local and regional plans and policies should 
contain these physical and economic development 
planning principles to focus development activities 
in desired existing areas.

Livable Communities: To protect the 
natural environment and increase quality of life, 
neighborhoods, communities and regions should 
have compact, multidimensional land use patterns 
that ensure a mix of uses, minimize the impact of 
cars, and promote walking, bicycling, and transit 
access to employment, education, recreation, 
entertainment, shopping, and services.  Economic 
development and transportation investments should 
reinforce these land use patterns, and the ability 
to move people and goods by non-automobile 
alternatives wherever possible.
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   ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Ahwahnee Principles of Economic Development 

(continued)

Center Focus: Communities should have an 
appropriately scaled and economically healthy 
center focus. At the community level, a wide range 
of commercial, residential, cultural, civic, and 
recreational uses should be located in the town 
center or downtown. At the neighborhood level, 
neighborhood centers should contain local businesses 
that serve the daily needs of nearby residents. At the 
regional level, regional facilities should be located in 
urban centers that are accessible by transit throughout 
the metropolitan area. 

Distinctive Communities: Having a distinctive 
identity will help communities create a quality of 
life that is attractive for business retention and 
future residents and private investment. Community 
economic development efforts should help to create 
and preserve each community’s sense of uniqueness, 
attractiveness, history, and cultural and social 
diversity, and include public gathering places and a 
strong local sense of place. 

Regional Collaboration: Since industries, 
transportation, land uses, natural resources, and other 
key elements of a healthy economy are regional in 
scope, communities and the private sector should 
cooperate to create regional structures that promote 
a coherent metropolitan whole that respects local 
character and identity.
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The population boom that is occurring throughout the Front 
Range is impacting Fort Lupton.  Between 1990 and 2006, 
Fort Lupton’s population has increased by forty-four percent 
to 7,424 people.  Although the City has approved several 
sizable residential developments in recent years, as home 
prices have risen, vacancy rates have remained relatively 
low.  Numerous community members (including a Dean 
at Aims Community College and several Fort Lupton Staff 
members) have said that they cannot live in the City because 
they are unable to fi nd a suitable housing option.  This is 
consistent with the real estate trends noted below:

Fort Lupton Real Estate Trends
• In 2000, 98.5% of the housing units in Fort Lupton were 

occupied.  Of those, 69% were owner occupied and 0.8% 
were vacant.

• Thirty percent of Fort Lupton’s 2,312 housing units in 
2000 were renter occupied and 1.2% were vacant.

• The largest number of housing units in Fort Lupton (749 
homes) were built between 1970 and 1979.

• Twenty-four percent of the median household income was 
paid in rent.

• The housing affordability index is 122, which suggests 
that the median family can afford the median house.

Regional Real Estate Trends
• Builders are adjusting their home designs to make them 
more universally accessible and attractive to the aging 
baby boomers.  The net worth of this age group is fi ve 
times greater than the average net worth of all US citizens.  
(The Group Real Estate)

• Rising sales prices and rental rates, low vacancy rates 
and stricter fi nancing requirements are making affordable 
housing increasingly diffi cult to fi nd.

• The fastest growing households are:  young professionals, 
empty nesters, single parents, couples without children 
and senior citizens. (Urban Land Institute)

• Highly mobile households – almost half of all Americans 
changed residents between 1995 and 2000.  (US Census)

• Six out of ten prospective home buyers chose a higher 
density, mixed-use community.  (Smart Growth America 
and National Association of Realtors).

• Forty-percent of apartment residents chose to rent 
because of lifestyle choices – not because they have to.
(Fannie Mae)

Guiding Principles

Preserve Small Town Culture
 •  Maintain strong connections between citizens and   
         groups (chamber, seniors, schools, etc)  
 •  Sustain pride in the appearance of homes and  
         businesses
 •  Incorporate local art into the built environment
 •  Promote healthy, safe neighborhoods

Make Fort Lupton a Comfortable Place for Everyone
 •  Strive for a diverse housing supply that is available, 
         acommodating and accessible to all citizens
 •  Support all ages, ethnicities, cultures and income 
         groups and encourage a spirit of openness and 
         opportunity

Grow from the Core
 •  Establish growth tiers based on ability to provide 
         affordable public services

Focus on Downtown
 •  Encourage mixed-use developments and accessory 
          dwelling units
 •  Support land uses that will help to expand/strengthen 
          the downtown area

Create an Interconnected, Robust, and 
Attractive Transportation Network
 •  Construct multi-use streets

Become an Educational City
 •  Strengthen the partnerships with Aims Community College and
          the Weld County School District Re-8
 •  Interpret the history, culture and nature of the area
 •  Incorporate public education in all public spaces 
 •  Preserve and build on Fort Lupton’s history
 •  Promote life-long learning

Embrace the South Platte River Corridor

Encourage Environmental Sustainability
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Goal 1

Provide a diverse housing supply that is available 
and accessible to all citizens.

Housing Policy 1.1: Fort Lupton will encourage the creation and 
expansion of opportunities to provide housing that is attractive, 
attainable and accessible to all people.

Housing Strategy 1.1.1: Encourage public and private, for-profi t 
and non-profi t sectors to take actions to develop and maintain an 
adequate supply of diverse housing types.
Ref: PORTT 1.1.4

Housing Strategy 1.1.2: Review Fort Lupton’s codes and policies 
about residential infi ll development, ADA-accessibility and additions 
to existing homes to ensure the City is encouraging housing that is 
attractive, attainable and accessible to everyone.

Housing Strategy 1.1.3: Become a resource for housing 
information by working with local realtors, the Housing Authority 
and the Chamber of Commerce to collect, maintain and distribute 
data on housing attainability such as the cost, demand and supply 
of homes.

• Nearly twenty-fi ve percent of renters earn $50,000 or more. (ULI)
• Household income rose 24% between 1996 and 2001, but the house 
price index rose 52% in Colorado.

The purpose of the Housing element is to provide an approach to help 
Fort Lupton continue to diversify its housing supply so that there is a broad 
range of housing types, sizes and prices to meet the diverse needs of the 
community.

“The generally accepted de  nition of affordability is for a household to 
pay no more than 30 percent of its annual income on housing. Families 
who pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing are considered 
cost burdened and may have dif  culty affording necessities such as food, 
clothing, transportation and medical care. An estimated 12 million renter 
and homeowner households now pay more then 50 percent of their annual 
incomes for housing, and a family with one full-time worker earning the 
minimum wage cannot afford the local fair-market rent for a two-bedroom 
apartment anywhere in the United States. The lack of affordable housing 
is a signi  cant hardship for low-income households preventing them from 
meeting their other basic needs, such as nutrition and healthcare, or saving 
for their future and that of their families.”

 -- US Department of Housing and Urban Development

Related Plans
Vision 2020
1997 Fort Lupton Land Use Plan
Fort Lupton Water Conservation Plan

Accommodate a variety of lifestyles and 
income levels by varying the density and 
price of homes in each neighborhood.

Encourage a mix of housing types.
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Housing Strategy 1.1.4: Support the work of the Chamber of 
Commerce, School District, Aims Community College, realtors and 
businesses to provide information on the advantages of living in Fort 
Lupton to current and prospective residents.

Housing Policy 1.2:  Neighborhoods should include a variety of housing 
types, densities and prices to accommodate a variety of lifestyles 
and income levels.  The housing types shall be integrated into the 
community, rather than clustering large masses of similar product 
types.

Housing Strategy 1.2.1: Encourage developers to demonstrate 
that an adequate mix of housing models, styles, and lot sizes are 
offered within a neighborhood and within a block to ensure that 
housing types are integrated and to enable people to remain in a 
neighborhood as their needs change.

Housing Strategy 1.2.2: Explore opportunities for housing in 
proposed development and redevelopment projects, including 
commercial and retail projects.

Housing Strategy 1.2.3: Support mixed-use development consistent 
with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan’s land use strategies.

Housing Strategy 1.2.4: Encourage cluster developments that 
preserve and protect natural resources, agricultural lands and open 
space in low density residential areas.

Housing Policy 1.3: Support the preservation and improvement of the 
City’s existing homes and neighborhoods.

Housing Strategy 1.3.1: Coordinate with residents and homeowners’ 
associations to identify unique attributes of specifi c neighborhoods 
and improvement needs.

Housing Strategy 1.3.2: Work with the Historic Preservation Board 
and interested citizens to encourage historic preservation through 
State, Federal, and local funding initiatives.
REF: ECH Strategy 2.2.1

Goal 1 (continued)
Provide a diverse housing supply that is available, 

aff ordable, and accessible to all citizens.

Encourage attractive architecture and 
front porches.

Support multi-use buildings (above) and 
encourage accessory dwellings (below).
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Goal 1 (continued)
Provide a diverse housing supply that is available, 
aff ordable, and accessible to all citizens.

Housing Strategy 1.3.3: Upgrade and maintain sidewalks, right-of-way landscaping 
and other infrastructure as appropriate in older residential areas to encourage 
maintenance of the housing, retain housing values, and preserve stable and viable 
housing and to promote walkability.

Housing Strategy 1.3.4: Revise the Land Use Code as necessary to encourage 
accessory dwelling units, such as granny fl ats, mother-in-law apartments and 
carriage units, especially near downtown.

Housing Policy 1.4: Fort Lupton encourages “green” development.

Housing Strategy 1.4.1: Evaluate the use of fl exible building code standards for 
“green” home building to promote environmentally sound development and lower 
operational costs.

Housing Strategy 1.4.2: Consult with the Colorado Division of Wildlife and other 
entities (such as the US Army Corps of Engineers, Colorado Department of Natural 
Resources and US Fish and Wildlife Service) as approriate on signifi cant land 
use applications to ensure that natural areas are protected and enhanced and to 
minimize wildlife confl icts.

Housing Strategy 1.4.3: Encourage developers to follow Green Building Standards, 
the 2006 International Energy Conservation Code and to reduce water, natural 
resources, and energy consumption; to minimize construction waste, and to promote 
healthy buildings and recycling. 
Ref: Environment Policy 1.5

Housing Strategy 1.4.4: Encourage new development to create stormwater facilities 
that enhance the overall apperance of the project, prevent erosion, minimize 
mosquito habitat and improve water quality of stormwater runoff whenever possible. 

Conserve water, utilize 
alternate sources of energy 
and encourage use of green 

building standards in new 
housing developments.
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Guiding Principles

Preserve Small Town Culture
 •  Maintain strong connections between citizens and groups  
          (chamber, seniors, schools, etc)  
 •  Sustain pride in the appearance of homes and businesses
 •  Incorporate local art into the built environment
 •  Promote healthy, safe neighborhoods

Make Fort Lupton a Comfortable Place for Everyone
 •  Support all ages, ethnicities, cultures and income groups and 
          encourage a spirit of openness and opportunity

Grow from the Core

Focus on Downtown

Create an Interconnected, Robust, and Attractive 
Transportation Network

Become an Educational City
 •  Strengthen the partnerships with Aims Community College and
          the Weld County School District Re-8
 •  Interpret the history, culture and nature of the area
 •  Incorporate public education in all public spaces
 •  Preserve and build on Fort Lupton’s history
 •  Promote life-long learning

Embrace the South Platte River Corridor
 •  Highlight the historic fort

Encourage Environmental Sustainability

Education, culture, and history are essential components 
of Fort Lupton’s civic identity and economic sustainability.  
Fort Lupton is fortunate to have a healthy relationship with 
and the presence of Weld County School District Re-8 and 
Aims Community College.  This synergistic relationship 
has resulted in substantial contributions to the community.  
For example, during Blue Devil Pride Day, the high school 
students spend an entire day helping clean the community 
and on Youth in Government Day, middle school students 
spend a day with Fort Lupton Staff learning how the City 
operates.  In addition, Aims Community College, one of 
the largest and most comprehensive two-year colleges 
in Colorado, teaches everyone from recent high school 
graduates to senior corporate offi cials.  It even teaches 
fi rst-graders how to draw in the summer College for Kids 
program.  This educational system also helps people learn 
about, appreciate and contribute to Fort Lupton’s culture 
and history.  

Fort Lupton residents understand that a quality education 
system helps attract and retain both businesses and 
citizens.  They believe it is becoming increasingly important 
to provide learning opportunities for people of all ages.
When asked what the number one issue facing Fort Lupton 
today is, over eighty-fi ve percent (85%) thought that it 
is very important to continue to improve K-12 schools.
Providing educational opportunities for preschoolers and 
adults also ranked highly.

Current and future growth in Fort Lupton offers an 
excellent opportunity to showcase the culture and history 
of the City while strengthening the education sector and 
preparing it for more students in the future.  However, of 
all the challenges that face education in the Weld County 
School District Re-8, none is more pressing than the 
projected growth in the number of students.  As evidenced 
by proposed annexations and subdivisions, there will be 
a need to develop additional facilities to accommodate 
growth.  It will be critical for the School District, Aims and 
the City to work closely together to address this challenge 
and to instill in students a love of learning that will extend 
throughout their lives.

Source: Metrowest Newspaper, Gene Sears
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Continue to foster community support 
of Fort Lupton’s educational system.

Continue to celebrate Fort Lupton’s 
culture and history.

Future growth will also help to provide more cultural opportunities.  During 
the public involvement process, fi fty-nine percent (59%) of Fort Lupton 
residents who participated in a workshop noted that there were not enough 
cultural opportunities.  Many citizens felt that it is important to learn about 
Fort Lupton’s unique history.  They enjoy activities like Trapper Days and 
the Heritage Fair at Historic Fort Lupton and other opportunities to bring the 
community together in celebration, bolster the local economy, and provide 
a positive experience for everyone.  The goals, policies, and strategies that 
follow are based on the citizens’ desires and are designed to help facilitate 
quality education, cultural activities, and exhibit Fort Lupton’s history.  

Related Plans
Crossroads in Eden: Development of Fort Lupton, 1835-2000 (2003)
Fort Lupton Historic Preservation Plan

ECH Policy 1.1: Support Weld County School District Re-8’s Fort 
Lupton efforts to achieve its six core goals:

 Goal 1: Improve student achievement and close the gap.
 Goal 2: Accelerate English language acquisition.
 Goal 3: Set high expectations for all.
 Goal 4: Improve relationships and increase involvement.
 Goal 5: Improve staff retention.
 Goal 6: Attract and retain students.

ECH Strategy 1.1.1: Collaborate with the School District to 
encourage parent, volunteer, business and community involvement 
in education and the schools.

ECH Policy 1.2: Continue to cultivate the City’s relationship with the 
School District, the Weld County Library District and Aims Community 
College to promote life-long learning.

ECH Strategy 1.2.1: Foster effective communication amongst the 
City and the School District Re-8 by continuing to: include them in 
meetings, participate in the School District’s biannual Community 
Summit meetings and by utilizing the entities’ websites to publicize 
important community information.

ECH Strategy 1.2.2: Continue to support activities that raise 
the community’s awareness about students and help students 
establish positive relationships with the community including Youth 

•
•
•
•
•
•

Goal 1
Become an Educational City.
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in Government Day, the Youth Job Fair, before- and after-school 
enrichment activities and Blue Devil Pride Day.

ECH Strategy 1.2.3: Work with the School District, Aims 
Community College and the Chamber of Commerce to provide 
students access to and the opportunity to work with successful 
community member mentors.

ECH Strategy 1.2.4: Work with Aims Community College, the Weld 
County School District Re-8, the Recreation District and the Weld 
County Library District to promote collaboration and innovation 
in providing educational, vocational and enrichment activities 
accessible for all children and adults, including those who are 
disabled, older, of lower income and working.
REF: Economic Development Strategy 1.2.7

ECH Policy 2.1: Whenever possible, schools and neighborhood parks 
should be located together to provide recreational opportunities and 
to promote sharing of facilities.

ECH Strategy 2.1.1: Identify and consider any opportunities to 
assist or coordinate with local schools whenever the City makes 
capital improvements in a neighborhood.

ECH Strategy 2.1.2: Investigate the possibility of developing multi-
use facilities with the Weld County School District Re-8 and Aims 
Community Colleg that can accommodate learning by day and 
community endeavors by evening or weekend.

ECH Policy 2.2:  The City will help preserve and celebrate Fort 
Lupton’s cultural diversity and history.

ECH Strategy 2.2.1: Collaborate with the South Platte Valley 
Historical Society (SPVHS), the Historic Preservation Board, 
the Quality of Life Committee and other interested citizens and 
nonprofi t groups to celebrate Fort Lupton’s history, to continue 
events such as Trapper Days and the Fort Lupton Heritage Fair 
and to restore signifi cant historical features such as the Donelson 
House and the Fort Lupton Historic Park.

ECH Strategy 2.2.2: Encourage new developments to include art, 
interpretive signs and other neighborhood features that pay tribute 
to Fort Lupton’s culture diversity and history.

Goal 2
Support and Expand the Cultural, Historic

 and Educational Opportunities in Fort Lupton

Source: Metrowest Newspaper, 
Gene Sears
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ECH Strategy 2.2.3: Incorporate Fort Lupton’s culture and history into the banner 
project.

ECH Strategy 2.2.4: Work with the Historic Preservation Board and SPVHS on 
education programs.

ECH Policy 3.1:  Engage all citizens in community activities.

ECH Strategy 3.1.1: Continue to work with interested citizens, students, etc. to help 
plan events related to culture (i.e. dance/dinner for Cinco De Mayo, music, sports, 
cook offs, etc.).

ECH Strategy 3.1.2: Encourage the Arts Council to involve local artists in 
developing murals, sculptures and art projects for the community.

ECH Strategy 3.1.3: Collaborate with local farmers to establish a farmer’s market 
downtown.

ECH Strategy 3.1.4: Institute a city-wide festival that showcases the City’s 
businesses, citizen success stories, etc.

Goal 3
Promote the Varied Cultures in the Area.
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“The importance of pedestrian public spaces cannot be 
measured, but most other important things in life cannot be 
measured either: friendship, beauty, love and loyalty are 
examples.  Parks and other pedestrian spaces are essential 
to a city’s happiness.”
- Enrique Peñalosa, former mayor of Bogota, Columbia

The citizens repeatedly mentioned the sentiment that parks, 
trails and open space enhance Fort Lupton’s livability and 
community character.  Parks, trails and open space benefi t 
the community in many other ways as well, they:

Improve public health by providing opportunities for 
passive and active recreation.
Create a high quality of life that attracts tax-paying 
businesses and residents to the community. 
Help reinforce a sense of community by providing 
places for members to gather and interact.
Provide opportunities for youth to build physical, 
social, intellectual and emotional strength and help 
improve academic performance. 
Increase nearby property values.
Serve as a cost-effective alternative to costly fl ood 
protection methods.
Help protect the environment by cleaning the air and 
water, reducing energy use and stormwater runoff 
and by providing wildlife habitat.
Enable citizens to work together to improve their 
communities by  participating in the design and 
maintenance of parks and trails.
Boost local economies by attracting tourists and 
supporting outdoor recreation. 

The adults and students that participated in the 
comprehensive planning process all spoke of their 
strong desire for additional parks, trails and recreational 
opportunities in Fort Lupton.  During the Growth Challenge 
workshop, many groups spent a considerable amount 
of time drawing in the parks, trails and open space 
which, some stated, would serve as “the backbone of the 
community.”  They wanted to emphasize the value of the 
South Platte River corridor and parks to the community and 
liked the concept of working with the gravel companies to 
create an extensive linear park. 

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

Guiding Principles

Preserve Small Town Culture
 •  Maintain strong connections between citizens and groups  
         (chamber,  seniors, schools, etc) 
 •  Sustain pride in the appearance of homes and businesses 

•  Incorporate local art into the built environment
 •  Promote healthy, safe neighborhoods

Make Fort Lupton a Comfortable Place for Everyone
 •  Ensure that parks, trails, public facilities and neighborhoods 
    are ADA-accessible
 •  Support all ages, ethnicities, cultures and income groups and 
         encourage a spirit of openness and opportunity

Grow from the Core

Focus on Downtown
 •  Support land uses that will help to expand/strengthen the 
          downtown area

Create an Interconnected, Robust, and Attractive 
Transportation Network
 •  Construct multi-use streets
 •  Implement a trails system that connects the entire City 
    to the region

Become an Educational City
 •  Interpret the history, culture and nature of the area
 •  Incorporate public education in all public spaces
 •  Promote life-long learning

Embrace the South Platte River Corridor
 •  Encourage ecological tourism
 •  Create a major park and open space system
 •  Highlight the historic fort
 •  Require public access through reclaimed gravel sites

Encourage Environmental Sustainability
 •  Enhance the area’s wildlife habitat
 •  Protect air and water quality
 •  Minimize environmental impacts
 •  Promote recycling
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They were also thrilled with the concept of the Front Range Trail that will someday link Colorado 
to New Mexico and Wyoming, running along one of Fort Lupton’s most valuable assets, the 
South Platte River.  Participants envisioned a trails system that will provide safe connections to 
schools, the Recreation Center, downtown, neighborhoods, parks and commercial areas and 
will link historic parts of Fort Lupton with new developments.  They also want parks to provide 
opportunities for people to learn about the community and its environment and to enjoy public art.

Citizens had many ideas about how to attract tourists to Fort Lupton.  A few did not want to attract 
them at all.  Many people wanted to promote the area’s history and to build on the success of 
Trapper Days.  For example, one survey respondent offered, “Continue to build on the Fort 
site, have a venue once a year that sets us apart like a big pig roast and carnival.”  Numerous 
citizens felt it is important to “clean up” the appearance of the area, “We need to be a very clean 
community…clean old-fashioned streets with  owers.  A community that takes pride in what we 
have.”  Others spoke about “bring[ing] out the beauty of natural parks and natural places” and of 
providing more opportunities for entertainment and shopping.  Other ideas include:

•  “River run/walkway and rafting, horse trails and a summer concert festival featuring local 
artists and celebrating our faith!”

•  “RV park connected with the Fort, museum, attractive entrance to City with an outstanding 
street environment.”

•  “Attraction public places for family, restaurants, commercial places, historic places and 
swimming pools for kids.”

•  “Fort Lupton should have more museums and art shows.”
•  “Have fun places to be with your family and beautiful places and amusement parks.”
•  “Start by cleaning up the city.  Start up a dinner theatre.  Open an activities center for our 

youth.  Use Aims for educational seminars.”
•  “Through economic growth and self-promotion!  If you build it, they will come!”
•  “Support the South Platte Valley Historical Society with the Fort to make Fort Lupton a 

visitor stop over.  This would build on the character of the past of this community and 
preserve its uniqueness for generations to come.”

Related Plans 
Fort Lupton Parks and Trails Master Plan
Vision 2020
Crossroads at Eden: The Development of Fort Lupton 1835-2000

Workshop 1
95% of the participants want to provide parks and trails
88% favor preserving open space
95% favor preserving agricultural land
59% believe there are not enough cultural and recreational 
opportunities
Workshop 2
Strong support for art in the public sphere
High support for expanding parks and trails into all 
neighborhoods and for constructing trails along rivers and ditches

Workshop 3
52% support clustered development
85% support mining to open space planning
87% support South Platte River regional park concept
64% support agriculture reserve concept
Surveys
74% want to see more art in public places
87% want the City to actively preserving open space
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PORTT Policy 1.1: Fort Lupton shall enhance and maintain existing 
parks and open space within the City in conditions which are safe, 
attractive, and accessible to all citizens.

PORTT Strategy 1.1.1:  Inventory the facilities in Fort Lupton’s 
existing parks and open space, work with citizens to evaluate 
opportunities to upgrade parks and develop a funding strategy that 
takes advantage of all available resources for park development and 
improvements.

PORTT Strategy 1.1.2:  Ensure that the majority of Fort Lupton’s 
parks, trails, picnic areas, play equipment and recreational facilities 
are accessible to the disabled and people of all ages and abilities.

PORTT Policy 1.2: New development shall provide adequate park and
 trails facilities to enhance the City’s existing level of service.  In 
addition, new parks and trails shall be multi-purpose and enhance the 
area’s quality of life and small town character.

PORTT Strategy 1.2.1:  Include art in parks and on trails.

PORTT Strategy 1.2.2:  Design each park to have unique character 
and enhance the environment by incorporating an aspect of Fort 
Lupton’s history, including interpretive signage and selecting plant 
materials that provide food, cover and shelter for wildlife.
REF: ECH Strategy 2.2.1

PORTT Strategy 1.2.3:  Encourage public participation in designing 
new parks, reviewing park rules, updating the Parks and Trails 
Master Plan, and monitoring the public’s desires about parks 
facilities.

PORTT Strategy 1.2.4: Establish standards for park and trails 
equipment to create a signature for the parks and trails system and 
to minimize long-term maintenance costs, increase safety for park/
trail users, and enhance the environment.

Goal 1
Become a City in the park.

Make parks and trails accessible to everyone.

Include educational signs in Fort Lupton’s 
parks and trails.
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PORTT Strategy 1.2.6:  Ensure that new development that 
impacts the park/trail system pays its fair share of the costs of 
providing new park and trail facilities.
REF: Growth and Land Use Policy 1.3

PORTT Policy 1.3:  Locate parks and schools together whenever 
possible.

 PORTT Strategy 1.3.1:  Work with the school district to plan 
 for, obtain land and construct future school/park sites.

REF: Image and Design Policy 1.1 and Growth and Land 
 Use Strategy 1.2.3

PORTT Policy 1.4: Fort Lupton will protect and enhance the South 
Platte River Corridor and its  oodplain.

PORTT Strategy 1.4.1:  Work with landowners, citizens, local 
gravel companies, the State and Federal governments, Colorado 
Natural Heritage Program and Great Outdoors Colorado to 
develop a master plan for the South Platte River Corridor and to 
obtain access and the funding necessary to establish a regional 
park.

PORTT Strategy 1.4.2:  Revise the Land Use Code as necessary 
to:  limit development in the fl oodplain, encourage landowners and 
developers to conserve and enhance important wildlife habitat and 
view corridors, and to promote public access.

PORTT Policy 1.5: Tie existing parks into new greenway/gateway 
improvement projects.

PORTT Strategy 1.5.1:  Locate new monuments, banners, etc. as 
near as possible to existing parks.

PORTT Strategy 1.5.2: When establishing new rights-of-way, 
create greenways that link to parks.

Goal 1 (continued)
Become a City in the park.

Provide opportunities for people to connect 
with nature.

Provide activities for all ages and abilities.
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PORTT Policy 2.2: Continue to collaborate with the Colorado 52-85 
Trails Project Group to plan, design and construct the Colorado Front 
Range Trail.

PORTT Strategy 2.2.1: Adopt and implement the Front Range Trail 
Master Plan.

PORTT Strategy 2.2.2:  Negotiate with ditch companies and 
developers to allow public access along ditch corridors.

PORTT Policy 2.3: Ensure that new development is pedestrian- and 
bicycle-friendly and includes an internal trails system that connects to 
the surrounding neighborhood and schools.

PORTT Strategy 2.3.1:  Incorporate the road cross-sections 
proposed in this comprehensive plan into the Land Use Code and 
ensure that all new development complies with these standards.

PORTT Strategy 2.3.2:  Update the Land Use Code as necessary 
to ensure it encourages developments to promote walkability.  The 
Code should address:  traffi c calming, maximum block lengths, 
street trees and “eyes on the street.”

Goal 2 
Build a Safe, Multi-Purpose, Comprehensive Trail Network.

Work with landowners and developers to connect all 
neighborhoods and schools with a trail system.

Source: Dan Burden (below).
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Goal 3 
Preserve, Protect and Enhance Signifi cant Open Space.
PORTT Policy 3.1: Protect and enhance signi  cant wildlife habitat, vegetation 
communities, riparian corridors, wetlands, agricultural land and natural areas.

PORTT Strategy 3.1.1:  Adopt regulations that encourage cluster 
development, protect habitat and sensitive areas from degradation, provide 
adequate buffering and provide site design standards that consider a 
property’s natural features in the site design.  Require wildlife habitat, 
cultural resources, signifi cant trees, etc. to be identifi ed and discussed at 
the initial stages of development applications.

PORTT Strategy 3.1.2:  Work with Colorado Division of Wildlife, gravel 
companies and other City-approved experts to ensure there is an adequate 
buffer between development and natural areas, water bodies, wetlands and 
fl oodplains.

PORTT Strategy 3.1.3:  Develop a community-based open space master 
plan that identifi es signifi cant open lands and provides strategies to protect, 
enhance and maintain them.

PORTT Strategy 3.1.4:  Work with the School District and other parties to 
educate the public about the value of open space and the role it plays in 
the community.  This could include educational programs in the schools, 
interpretive signage, and by supporting public environmental education 
programs.

PORTT Policy 3.2: Protect agricultural activity and long-term commercially 
viable agricultural land.

PORTT Strategy 3.2.1:  Maintain protections for reasonable agricultural 
practices to continue without the threat of nuisance actions.  For example, 
require developments in agricultural areas to place Weld County’s Right to 
Farm Ordinance on fi nal plats.

PORTT Strategy 3.2.2:  Work with Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Weld County, land trusts, Great Outdoors Colorado, the American 
Farm Land Trust, Colorado Open Lands, etc. to help preserve viable 
agricultural uses and important natural areas.

PORTT Policy 3.3:  Encourage the “clustering” of new development in rural 
areas shown on the Land Use Plan to enable the conservation of open lands.

PORTT Strategy 3.3.1:  Implement design standards that promote denser 
development patterns and preservation of open space.

PORTT Strategy 3.3.2:  Adopt a compact urban growth policy that 
encourages and directs development close to the core community, within 
the primary growth area.

Require adequate buffering from sensitive 
wildlife habitat.

Source: Colorado Division of Wildlife.
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Goal 4 
Create an interconnected open space network that protects the special qualities and 

places that contribute to Fort Lupton’s high quality of life for future generations.

PORTT Policy 4.1: Form creative public-private partnerships to 
preserve and enhance the signi  cant natural, cultural, agricultural and 
recreational areas within Fort Lupton including the South Platte River 
Corridor and to create de  ned open space corridors between Fort 
Lupton and neighboring communities.

PORTT Strategy 4.1.1:  Work with landowners, Weld County, 
neighboring communities, Great Outdoors Colorado, Colorado 
Open Lands, the Trust for Public Lands, and other parties to protect 
environmentally signifi cant areas, community character/heritage 
lands, signifi cant agricultural lands and lands at the perimeter of Fort 
Lupton’s planning area.

PORTT Strategy 4.1.2: Study the feasibility of creating an open 
space impact fee to purchase development rights on signifi cant open 
lands.

PORTT Policy 4.2:  Fort Lupton shall grow in a manner that preserves 
signi  cant natural areas and agricultural land and the community’s 
small-town character.

PORTT Strategy 4.2.1:  Encourage landowners outside of urban 
areas to cluster development and preserve and manage the majority 
of the property as open space.
REF: Housing Strategy 1.2.4

PORTT Strategy 4.2.2: Update Fort Lupton’s land use regulations 
to encourage the preservation of signifi cant natural areas, historic 
features, wildlife habitat and view corridors.

PORTT Strategy 4.2.3:  Adopt a compact urban growth policy to 
encourage and direct development close to the core community, 
maximize the funds invested in public utilities and services, and to 
preserve open lands, particularly along the South Platte River and in 
the periphery of the community.

Create a major park and open space system  
along the South Platte River corridor.

Work with interested parties to protect wildlife 
habitat and signi  cant farm land.  Source: 

Colorado Natural Heritage Program
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TRANSPORTATION
The City of Fort Lupton is situated at the confl uence of 
several transportation networks.  The networks include 
sections of the Interstate Highway System, the Union 
Pacifi c (UP) rail system, Colorado State Highway 
System and the Front Range Trail Corridor.  Access 
and monitoring of each network will be critical to Fort 
Lupton’s future as the community and the surrounding 
region develop.  In addition, integrating the transportation 
system together can maintain community character and 
serve a wide range of mobility needs as the community 
develops.

Using the community-based approach to transportation 
planning, a clear set of transportation goals and attitudes 
was established during three public workshops.  The 
transportation attitudes were discussed in conjunction 
with land use alternatives, to assure integration and 
compatibility issues were addressed.  The results 
presented below are used throughout this chapter and 
anchor the multi-modal transportation system vision.

Guiding Principles

Preserve Small Town Culture
 •  Maintain strong connections between citizens and groups  
         (chamber,  seniors, schools, etc) 
 •  Promote healthy, safe neighborhoods

Make Fort Lupton a Comfortable Place for Everyone
 •  Ensure that parks, trails, public facilities and neighborhoods 
    are ADA-accessible
 •  Support all ages, ethnicities, cultures and income groups and 
         encourage a spirit of openness and opportunity

Grow from the Core

Focus on Downtown
 •  Support land uses that will help to expand/strengthen the 
          downtown area
 •  Make downtown visible from Highway 52

Create an Interconnected, Robust, and Attractive 
Transportation Network
 •  Construct multi-use streets
 •  Implement a trails system that connects the entire City 
    to the region
 •  Promote the South Platte Loop

Become an Educational City
 •  Interpret the history, culture and nature of the area
 •  Incorporate public education in all public spaces

Embrace the South Platte River Corridor
 •  Create a major park and open space system
 •  Require public access through reclaimed gravel sites

Encourage Environmental Sustainability
 •  Enhance the area’s wildlife habitat
 •  Protect air and water quality
 •  Minimize environmental impacts

Transportation Goals

Improve Mobility for All Age Groups
•    Improve pedestrian circulation and offer local transit 

service for age groups that do not have access to an 
automobile .

Construct a Multi-Modal Transportation System
•    Integrate land use planning activities to accommodate 

transit service, automobile circulation, bicycling and 
walking.

•   Manage future traffi c congestion with all modes of 
travel.

•   Construct new roadways with sidewalks, bicycle lanes, 
and transit stops (when a system is present).

Plan a Local and Regional Transit System
•  Identify state and federal funding sources.
•   Coordinate with regional transit providers in Denver 

and other Front Range bus services.

Develop New Land Uses Along Major Corridors
•   Provide access to developments that supports traffi c 

operations, pedestrian safety, bicycle access, and 
future transit system operations. 55
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The existing transportation network reasonably accommodates the mobility needs of the 
community.  Historically, improvements were made to address traffi c growth and dangerous 
pedestrian improvements on a cas-by-case basis.  This approach operated in the absence of 
a comprehensive vision and has resulted in a transportation network that only addressed one 
aspect of the community’s mobility needs: motor vehicle circulation.    

In preparation for the anticipated growth over the next decade, an analysis of the existing 
transportation system was prepared.  This analysis provides a basic evaluation of the ability 
of the existing transportation network to accommodate multi-modal transportation needs.
The multi-modal evaluation documents existing user groups by transportation mode. 

What does this 
table show?

This table 
illustrates the 

different types of 
people walking in 
Fort Lupton.  The 
individual needs 
of each groups is 
shown with a brief 
evaluation of the 
current walking 
infrastructure.

How should it 
be used in the 

future?

This table will 
provide guidance 

on planning 
the pedestrian 
network in Fort 

Lupton and serve 
as the basis for 
additional study.

PEDESTRIAN

Pedestrian Network
Users & Strategies

User Groups
Where are 

people
walking?

Minimum
Infrastructure

Recommended

Condition of Current 
Infrastructure

Supporting
Plans and 
Policies

Children
Schools
Parks/Rec
Bus Stops

Sidewalks on both 
sides of street

Intersection controls 
and striping

Buffer between 
sidewalk and travel 
lanes when speeds 
exceed 25 m.p.h.

ADA accessible curb 
cuts for sidewalks

Basic pedestrian controls at 
major roadway intersections

Major roadways have missing 
or inadequate sidewalks

Narrow sidewalks (4’) in 
residential neighborhoods

Missing sidewalks in new 
developments

Minimal compliance with the 
Americans with Disability Act 
(ADA)

Colorado Safe 
Routes to Schools 
Program

Teenagers

Schools
Parks/Rec
Bus Stops
Work
Neighbors
Shopping/Dining

Trails Master Plan

Young Adults
Parks/Rec
Shopping/Dining
Neighbors

Trails Master Plan

Adults

Parks/Rec
Shopping/Dining
Bus Stops
Neighbors

Trails Master Plan

Seniors

Parks/Rec
Shopping/Dining
Bus Stops
Neighbors

Trails Master Plan
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How should it be 
used in the future?

This table will provide 
guidance on transit 

system planning as the 
need emerges in Fort 

Lupton.

What does this table 
show?

This table illustrates the 
different types of transit 
service that would meet 
local and regional travel 
needs.   Basic service 
planning objectives are 
stated in accordance 
with other planning 

documents.

Why is transit service important to Fort Lupton’s future?  Based on the 2000 U.S. Census 
data, 7% of residents are beyond 65 years of age, 12% of families live below the poverty 
line, approximately 10% of all dwelling units do not have a personal automobile, and 20% of 
commuters carpool for work.  The data also indicates that 23% of the disabled community has 
a disability that may not allow them to drive.  Each group represents a segment of the Fort 
Lupton community that would benefi t fi nancially and physically from the introduction of local 
and regional transit service. 

* According to the North Front Range 2030 Regional Transit Element

TRANSIT

Transit System Planning
Users & Strategies

User Groups

Who uses the 
service and 

where do they 
go?

Minimum
Service

Recommended

Status of 
Service

Planning

Supporting
Plans and 
Policies

Call & Ride 
Bus

Fort Lupton
residents

traveling to any 
destination within 
Fort Lupton city 

boundary

Shuttle bus with 
ADA accessibility, a 
hotline to schedule 

trips, and a bus 
dispatcher

No planning 
has taken place 
for this type of 

service

Colorado
Association of 

Transit Agencies 
(CASTA)

Special
Services

Disabled and 
senior Fort 

Lupton residents

Minibus currently 
serves up to 4 

rides/week

Weld County 
Human Services 
Department runs 

service

Funded with 
Federal Transit 
Administration

Grants

Fixed Route 
Bus Service

Residents
traveling to major 

destinations in 
Fort Lupton

One identifi ed bus 
route that serves 

major destinations 
in Fort Lupton with 
designated stops

Service planning 
would begin 

after population 
reaches 10,000

CDOT North 
Front Range 2030 
Regional Transit 

Element

Regional Bus 
Service

Residents and 
non-residents

traveling to and 
from Fortt Lupton

One identifi ed bus 
route that has a 

dedicated stop in a 
community outside 

Fort Lupton

Service planning 
would begin 

after population 
reaches 10,000

CDOT North 
Front Range 2030 
Regional Transit 

Element

Regional
Passenger
Rail Service

Residents and 
non-residents

traveling to and 
from Fort Lupton

One passenger rail 
stop along the UP 
rail corridor with 

service to Denver 
and Greeley

Service planning 
would begin 

after population 
reaches 10,000

CDOT North 
Front Range 2030 
Regional Transit 

Element
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AUTOMOBILE

What does this 
table show?

This table 
segments

automobile trips 
that occur in Fort 

Lupton during 
the busy travel 

times.  Additional 
information on 

traffi c conditions 
can be found in the 
next section of this 

chapter.

How should it 
be used in the 

future?

This table is the 
basis for future 
traffi c and travel 
studies.  Future 
studies should 
consider how 

each user group 
would benefi t 

or be impacted 
by roadway 

improvements.
This table can 

also be used to 
determine which 

user group should 
benefi t from the 
limited roadways 
funds available 
at the state and 

federal level.

Automobile Circulation

Users & Strategies

User Groups
Who is driving 
and where are 
they going?

Minimum
Infrastructure

Required

Current Level of 
Service (LOS)

Supporting
Plans and 
Policies

Commuters
originating in 
Fort Lupton

Workers who are 
leaving homes in 
Fort Lupton and 
traveling to other 
communities for 

employment

Arterial roadways 
and State highways 

that connect 
to adjacent 

communities

Arterial roadways 
and state highways 

experience less 
than 30 seconds 

of delay at 
intersections during 

the peak travel 
periods based on 

February 2007 
peak hour traffi c 

counts

All intersections 
operate at 75% of 
capacity during the 
peak travel periods

North I-25

EIS

Highway 85 
Access Control 

Plan

Weld County 
Transportation 

Plan

Commuters
originating
in other 
communities

Workers who 
are traveling to 
Fort Lupton for 
employment

Workers who are 
traveling across 
Fort Lupton for 
employment

Arterial roadways 
that provide 

convenient access 
to employment 

destinations

State highways that 
provide uninterrupted  
access across Fort 

Lupton

North I-25

EIS

Highway 85 
Access Control 

Plan

Weld County 
Transportation 

Plan

Local Travelers
All trips that begin 

and end in Fort 
Lupton

Local roadways 
networks that are 
well connected

Weld County 
Transportation 

Plan

Commuter traffi c has been steadily increasing in Fort Lupton and in northern Colorado over 
the last decade.  In the upcoming years Fort Lupton will need to make critical decisions 
about the roadway network in response to increased congestion.  During public workshops 
a concept of “good traffi c” and “tolerable traffi c” emerged.  In general, the community 
identifi ed “good traffi c” as vehicles entering Fort Lupton to shop, dine or visit attractions in the 
community.  “Good traffi c” also included vehicles making trips between destinations in Fort 
Lupton, including residents’ homes.  The community identifi ed “tolerable traffi c” as vehicles 
traveling through Fort Lupton on fast moving roads (arterial and highways) without stopping.
A clear distinction of the “good” and “tolerable” traffi c can be made by identifying the purpose 
of automobile trips.  The table below provides additional detail on trip purpose and is the 
basis for the Roadway Network Plan.

58



TRANSPORTATION

fort      luptonfort      lupton

OTHER MODES

Other Transportation Modes
Users & Strategies

User Groups

What is the 
purpose and 
who does it 

serve?

Minimum
Standards Current Standards

Supporting
Plans and 
Policies

Commercial
Trucks

Transports 
commercial
materials
between land 
uses

Tractor trailers, 
delivery trucks, 
USPS, Fed Ex, 
DHL, UPS, etc.

Designated routes 
to facilitate through 

travel

Arterial street 
standards that 

accommodate turning 
movements

Designated loading 
zones in commercial 

areas

Truck routes and 
maintenance plans 

have not been 
designated

CDOT maintains 
a pavement 

management
database for State 
Highway 52 and 85

Weld County 
Transportation 

Plan

Life Safety 
Operations

Fire,
ambulance, and 
police access 
to emergency 
situations

Roadway and 
intersections
designed to 
reasonably

accommodate access 
in the event of an 

emergency

Roadway design 
standards have 

appropriate
turning radius to 

accommodate life 
safety vehicles

An emergency 
evacuation plan is not 

in place

Signal preemption 
for emergency 

responding vehicles 
is used in limited 

applications

City of Fort Lupton 
Design Standards

Railroad
Operations

Intermodal
facility is 
currently under 
evaluation

Maintain CR8 or CR6 
across the facility to 
State highway 85

A quiet zone along the 
corridor is not present

UP Intermodal 
Center Draft Plan

The community identifi ed specifi c user groups that are important to Fort Lupton’s 
transportation network.  The users, detailed in the table below, present challenges and 
opportunity for Fort Lupton.  Given Fort Lupton’s location at the confl uence of major 
highways, commercial trucks represent a unique challenge that will need to be considered 
in future land use and transportation planning efforts.  Likewise, life safety vehicles will 
need ongoing access and circulation as development occurs in the north and south areas 
of Fort Lupton.  The presence of current and future railroad operations also presents unique 
challenge to Fort Lupton.  The table below outlines the purpose and policies associated with 
each set of users.
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Existing Traffi  c Conditions

Calculations based SYNCHRO traffi c analysis software using traffi c counts 
collected on 1/9/2007 from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Traffi c data was collected during the morning and afternoon peak hours along major 
roadway corridors in Fort Lupton.  The data was analyzed using traffi c engineering software 
(SYNCHRO) to evaluate the operation of existing roadways.  Based on data collected in 
January 2007, all roadways are operating within their carrying capacity, and intersections 
along SH 52 operate with minimal delay.  Detailed traffi c count data that provides the basis for 
this operations analysis is available at the City of Fort Lupton Planning Department.

What do the colored 
lines represent?

The colored lines represent 
volume to capacity ratios 

(V/C).  The V/C represents 
the ability of the roadway to 
accommodate peak traffi c 
conditions.  The volume is 
determined from the traffi c 
counts taken during peak 

travel hours.  The roadway 
capacity is determined by 
the roadway design and 

operation controls (signals, 
striping, signage, etc.).

What do the colored 
dots represent?

The colored dots represent 
the average delay (in 

seconds) it takes vehicles to 
navigate the most congested 

turning movement at the 
intersection.

2007 P.M. PEAK HOUR TRAFFIC ANALYSIS
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Future Traffi  c Conditions

The graphic below presents Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) predicted V/C 
for the year 2025.  This ratio is based on previous land use planning for the region and was 
created prior to this comprehensive planning effort.  The Land Use Plan created for this 
comprehensive planning effort has adjusted land uses and is predicted to result in higher 
traffi c levels overall.  This prompted the need to develop a roadway network with additional 
connectivity, especially in east-west corridors.  The proposed roadway network is detailed 
later in this section.  A detailed traffi c model was not conducted as part of this comprehensive 
planning effort.  A model should be created to determine roadway width, intersection 
confi guration, and multi-modal travel patterns.

What areas are 
congested in the future?

Prior to this Comprehensive 
Plan update, CDOT 

determined that the SH 52 
corridor would operate at or 

beyond capacity in the future.  
CDOT studies also indicate 
that the US 85 corridor is 

forecasted to operate beyond 
capacity in the future. 

How is future congestion 
mitigated?

The amended Land Use Map 
requires construction of a 
multi-modal transportation 

network.  This includes new 
bicycle facilities, pedestrian 
connections, transit service, 

and roadway corridors.
There are several roadway 
corridors in Fort Lupton that 

are constrained from roadway 
expansion.  This will require 

construction of parallel 
roadway corridors for the 

specifi c user groups 
defi ned in the automobile 

circulation table.

CDOT 2025 TRAFFIC FORECAST
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The future street network will provide mobility for all modes of transportation.  It will be highly 
connected and have a strong relationship to existing land uses.  As the community develops, 
strategic investments will be made by private development and public agencies to ensure 
a safe and effi cient transportation access.  This includes constructing new transportation 
facilities and enhancing current facilities.  Specifi c details regarding the overall plan and 
individual corridors are provided on the following pages.

The network is organized using a functional classifi cation system.  A functional classifi cation 
organizes roadways based on their role in moving pedestrians, bicyclists, transit and 
automobiles.  The system is described below and on the following pages.

Source:  Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) “Context Sensitive Solutions in Designing Major Urban 
Thoroughfares for Walkable Communities” - 2006

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION & THOROUGHFARE TYPES REFERENCE TABLE

How to use this table?

The horizontal rows in this 
table represent the functional 

classifi cations shown in 
the Roadway Network 

Plan.  Each of the roadway 
functional classifi cations can 
be constructed as different 
thoroughfare types (i.e.: a 

collector can be an avenue, 
street, or rural road).  This 
method provides fl exibility 
to construct roads that are 

appropriate to the surrounding 
land use and provide safe 
facilities for all modes of

travel.  Each of the functional 
classifi cations are shown on the 
Roadway Network map on the 

following page.  Each line on the 
map could be constructed using 
any of the thoroughfare types as 

directed by the table.

Street Connectivity & Functional Classifi cation
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Street Connectivity

 & Functional Classifi cation (continued)

What is this table?

This table is from the 
Transportation Engineers (ITE) 

“Context Sensitive Solutions 
in Designing Major Urban 

Thoroughfares for Walkable 
Communities.”   The standards 
refl ect best practices of several 

national organizations in 
response to traffi c and safety 

concerns associated with 
roadway planning and design.  

How is this table used? 

This table will be used in 
conjunction with the table on 
the proceeding page and the 

map on the following page.  The 
guidelines in this table provide 
design parameters for new and 
existing roadways.  The map 

on the proceeding page should 
be referenced to determine the 

roadway functional classifi cation, 
then the table on the proceeding 

page should be referenced 
to determine appropriate 

thoroughfare types.  Finally this 
table should be referenced 

to determine specifi c
 roadway designs.

THOROUGHFARE DESIGN GUIDELINES
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Street Connectivity & Functional Classifi cation (continued)

THOROUGHFARE DEFINITIONS
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Thoroughfare Examples

A series of thoroughfare drawings are shown based on the functional classifi cation map and 
the ITE thoroughfare design criteria.  The details of each thoroughfare type were developed 
with the community’s input in response to the desire to safely accommodate all modes of 
travel.  The drawings do not represent the ultimate ROW for every instance, but provide 
general direction on the vision the community identifi ed for major roadways.   Additional traffi c 
modeling will be required to determine exact lane and intersection confi guration.

Arterial
(35 mph) 

Number of Lanes:  4
Lane Width:  11’
Bike Lanes:  6’ on both sides
Median Width:  14’
Parking:  No

14'

median/turn lane

70' Curb to Curb

11'

vehicular
lane

6'

bike
lane

6'

bike
lane

11'

vehicular
lane

11'

vehicular
lane

11'

vehicular
lane

10'

sidewalk

Retail Land Use

6'

sidewalk

Residential Land Use

14'

median/turn lane

10' - 11'

vehicular
lane

10' - 11'

vehicular
lane

46'-64' Curb to Curb

8’

parking

6'

bike
lane

6'

bike
lane

8’

parking

Number of Lanes:  2
Lane Width:  10’-11’
Bike Lanes:  6’ on both sides
Median Width:  14’
Parking:  Optional

10'

sidewalk

6'

sidewalk

Retail Land Use Residential Land Use

Only in 
mixed-use

Areas

Collector - Urban
(25 mph) 

Only in 
mixed-use

Areas
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14'

median/turn lane/
midblock crossing

11'

vehicular
lane

11'

vehicular
lane

36'-52' Curb to Curb

8’

parking

8’

parking

Retail Street
(25 mph)

Number of Lanes:  2
Lane Width:  11’
Bike Lanes:  none
Median Width:  14’
Parking:  optional

10'

sidewalk

Retail Land Use

When R.O.W
is

Available

When R.O.W
is

Available

10'

sidewalk

Retail Land Use

20'

travel lanes

8'

parking

8'

parking

36' Curb to Curb

Local Street
(15 mph)

Number of Lanes: 2
Lane Width:  10’
Bike Lanes:  none
Parking:  78

6'

sidewalk

6'

sidewalk

Collector - Rural
(35 mph)

Number of Lanes:  2
Lane Width:  12’
Bike Lanes:  Multi-use path adjacent to street
Median Width:  12’-14’ center turn lane
Parking:  No

12' - 14'

turn lane

12'

vehicular
lane

12'

vehicular
lane

72'-78' Curb to Curb

12'

multi-use path

6' -14’

shoulder

6' -14’

shoulder

various

setback

Thoroughfare Examples (continued)
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The following roadways will function as the arterial street system.  In the future the arterial 
streets will form the basis of the multi-modal transportation network.  The network will be 
constructed over time to meet the needs of development and will follow the ITE guidelines 
previously outlined.  The role of each street in the network is listed below.  

State Highway 85:  This Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) operated facility 
is one of the major north-south connections in the North Front Range.  Over the last decade 
traffi c along this roadway has signifi cantly increased, and various improvements have been 
made.   In the future this corridor will continue to be critical to freight movement, commuting, 
and regional transit between Greeley and Denver.  This corridor will also attract trips from 
all areas of Fort Lupton.  If not appropriately planned, most regional trips out of Fort Lupton 
will access the corridor at the State Highway 52/85 interchange.  In an effort to control traffi c 
growth at the State Highway 52/85 interchange, additional connections from the arterial 
street network to State Highway 85 will be required.  The connections should be consistent 
with the CDOT State Highway 85 Access Control Plan and the fi ndings of the North I-25 
Environmental Impact Statement.

State Highway 52: This CDOT operated facility provides east-west 
connection between Boulder and Weld County.  This roadway has 
experienced signifi cant traffi c growth as a result of new development in 
both counties over the last decade.  In the future this roadway will play 
an important role in accessing employment and housing.  The section 
of State Highway 52 between Rollie Avenue and State Highway 85 is 
a slower speed corridor that has limited opportunities for expansion 
in the future.  Given the context of the land uses, it also presents an 
opportunity to create a unique downtown street, as identifi ed in previous 
planning efforts.  To realize this vision additional east-west connections 
will be required north and south of State Highway 52.  The connections 
will provide alternative east-west corridors for vehicles to access State 
Highway 85, Interstate 76, and Interstate 25.  The most likely corridor 

follows the current Weld County Road 6 or Weld County Road 8 corridor from Interstate 25 
to Interstate 76.

Lupton Loop: This corridor was developed with the community to facilitate travel by all 
modes of transportation communitywide.  The purpose of this loop is to provide redundant 
connections north, south, east, west to better distribute future motor vehicle traffi c.  Existing 
segments in the loop would be improved as development occurs.  The loop will connect 
CR 6 to the south, CR 31 to the east, CR18 to the north, and CR23 to the west.  The 
connections will mitigate traffi c associated with development south of State Highway 52, 
including potential traffi c from the proposed UP Intermodal Center.  If implemented, vehicles 
associated with the Intermodal Center will have alternative routes to access the facility as 
traffi c increases or when accidents occur.  The loop will have bicycle lanes and sidewalks 
along both sides of the roadway.  

Roadway Network Details

67



TRANSPORTATION

fort      lupton

FT. LUPTONFT. LUPTON
ROADWAYROADWAY
NETWORKNETWORK

PLANPLAN

A network of well connected streets will distribute traffi c effectively and balance traffi c at major 
intersections.  The network will provide redundant connections to minimize traffi c in a single 
corridor.  Redundant corridors allow traffi c to operate more effi ciently and improve access 
for life safety vehicles responding to emergencies.  This network will provide mobility for all 
modes of travel.

Roadway Network Details (continued)
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Build a transportation network that accommodates all modes of transportation.  A 
transportation network that allows for safe walking, bicycling, driving, and transit usage is 
critical to Ft. Lupton as growth occurs.  All development plans, capital improvement plans, 
and transportation planning should incorporate the multi-modal design objectives identifi ed in 
this section.

Begin planning a transit system.  Fort Lupton’s community identifi ed the need for a transit 
system, and demographic data supports the need for bus transit service.  Call & ride bus 
service within the Fort Lupton city border should be further investigated as a precursor to 
fi xed route bus service.  A call & ride system would provide an opportunity to establish a 
transit rider market in Fort Lupton and serve a gap in the current transportation system.
Coordination with Weld County and the Federal Transit Administration Small Starts program 
should begin before the population reaches 10,000.

Develop a plan for an additional east-west roadway connection between I-25 and 
I-76. Traffi c in the State Highway 52 corridor will continue to grow as the north Front Range 
develops.  It will be important to downtown Fort Lupton and new development south of State 
Highway 52 to have an east-west connection between I-25 and I-76.  This connection should 
accommodate all modes of travel and use high quality materials.  Such a connection would 
also provide increased circulation for the proposed UP Intermodal Center if constructed.  
Coordination with Weld County, CDOT, Dacono, and Brighton should begin immediately. 

Develop a multi-modal transportation model that will guide the vision of this plan.
A transportation model will provide the ability to forecast motor vehicle traffi c and make 
decisions about multi-modal transportation investments.  Models analyze land use and 
transportation data to forecast traffi c and identify improvements based on community 
objectives.  Models also provide the basis for impact fees and federal transportation funding 
requests.

Implementation Details

69





ENVIRONMENT

fort      lupton

The natural environment in and around Fort Lupton 
includes many prized assets: the South Platte River, 
clear air, mountain views, mature trees, attractive 
parks, large expanses of undeveloped land, and 
beautiful views.  Environmental challenges confronting 
Fort Lupton include managing growth, slowing the 
loss of valuable land, air and water degradation and 
consumption of resources.  Balancing public policy 
decisions, the needs of the private market, and 
sustainable environmental strategies is critical.

Fort Lupton citizens value the natural environment 
and its ability to enhance quality of life.  Eighty-eight 
percent (88%) of those surveyed felt that the City should 
be active in preserving open space.  One hundred 
percent (100%) of workshop respondents felt that it 
was important for Fort Lupton to protect its air and 
water quality.  Ninety-eight percent (98%) of workshop 
attendees felt that it was important to protect and 
restore Fort Lupton’s wildlife habitat and environmental 
resources.

Sustainability implies reclaiming, conserving and 
managing environmental assets and resources to 
minimize the impact of development at both a City 
and regional level.  Residents play a role in protecting 
and improving the physical environment.  The Fort
Lupton Comprehensive Plan will address the theme 
of sustainability by promoting a series of policies and 
strategies that refl ect the equality of environmental, 
economic and political goals.  Over the long term, 
improving environmental quality will have a positive 
correlation with both economic growth and quality of life.  

Related Plans
Fort Lupton Water Conservation Plan
Fort Lupton Master Utility Plan
Fort Lupton Parks and Trails Master Plan
Vision 2020

Guiding Principles

Preserve Small Town Culture
 •  Promote healthy, safe neighborhoods

Make Fort Lupton a Comfortable Place for Everyone

Grow from the Core
 •  Establish growth tiers based on ability to provide affordable 
          public services and infrastructure

Focus on Downtown

Create an Interconnected, Robust, and Attractive 
Transportation Network
 •  Construct multi-use streets
 •  Implement a trails system that connects the entire 
    City to the region
 •  Provide transit
 •  Promote the South Platte Loop

Become an Educational City
 •  Interpret the history, culture and nature of the area
 •  Incorporate public education in all public spaces

Encourage Environmental Sustainability
 •  Enhance the area’s wildlife habitat
 •  Protect air and water quality
 •  Require energy and water conservation
 •  Minimize environmental impacts
 •  Promote recycling

Embrace the South Platte River Corridor
 •  Encourage ecological tourism
 •  Create a major park and open space system

73



ENVIRONMENT

fort      luptonfort      lupton

Environment Policy 1.1: Promote environmental sustainability within 
neighborhoods.

Environment Strategy 1.1.1: Educate and encourage residents 
to adopt environmentally-friendly ways to live such as recycling, 
water and energy conservation, effi cient use of renewable 
resources, and utilizing low-impact modes of transportation.

Environment Strategy 1.1.2: Encourage development to comply 
with the design standards set forth in this comprehensive plan, 
including:

Growing from the core to make effi cient use of infrastructure 
and to preserve open lands.
Providing a safe, functional, attractive, interconnected 
transportation system that is designed for drivers, walkers and 
bikers.
Providing a variety of land uses, housing types and incomes 
within each neighborhood.
Fitting within and enhancing the environment.
Connecting the community by providing an effi cient street 
system and pedestrian links in neighborhoods.
Creating welcoming public spaces and parks throughout Fort 
Lupton to encourage citizens to gather and experience the 
outdoors.

Environment Policy 1.2:  Protect and improve air quality.

Environment Strategy 1.2.1: Support telecommuting and home-
based employment.

Environment Strategy 1.2.2: Increase the mix of land uses within 
neighborhoods and encourage increased density. 
REF: Growth and Land Use Policy 1.1

Environment Strategy 1.2.3: Support the use of alternative fuels 
and explore ways to provide public transit.

•

•

•

•
•

•

Mixed-use, compact development can help 
conserve wildlife habitat, open space and 
agricultural land.

Goal 1
Fort Lupton will promote the stewardship of the City’s natural resources and 
consider the needs of both the human and natural environment.

Provide a variety of inviting parks and open spaces 
so that people can connect with nature.
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Environment Policy 1.3: Conserve Fort Lupton’s water supply and 
improve water quality.

Environment Strategy 1.3.1:  Implement Fort Lupton’s water 
conservation plan and encourage water-conserving landscaping and 
building techniques in new developments.
REF: Housing Policy 1.4

Environment Strategy 1.3.2:  Identify opportunities for the City to use 
native plants in landscape designs and demonstrate Xeriscaping 
techniques in civic areas, parks and community gateways.

Environment Strategy 1.3.3:  Encourage new developments to 
utilize stormwater management techniques that minimize impervious 
surfaces, slow stormwater, remove pollutants and help to recharge 
aquifers.

Environment Policy 1.4: Conserve energy.

Environment Strategy 1.4.1:  Promote energy-effi cient technologies 
and the use of renewable energy (including solar, hydro, wind and 
others) in the home, the workplace, and for transportation.  Adopt 
the 2006 International Engery Conservation Code to establish 
minimum standards for new develoment.

Environment Policy 1.5: Reduce, reuse and recycle natural resources.

Environment Strategy 1.5.1:  Encourage builders and residents 
to use recycled materials, renewable products and to recycle 
construction waste. 
REF: Housing Policy 1.4

Environment Strategy 1.5.2:  Encourage landowners to consider the 
adaptive reuse of obsolete buildings rather than demolishing them.

Environment Strategy 1.5.3:  Reduce per capita residential solid 
waste delivered to landfi lls by expanding private recycling practices 
and by raising public awareness of the benefi ts of recycling.  

Environment Strategy 1.5.4:  Reduce the City’s use of non-
renewable materials and increase its use of recycled materials.

Environment Strategy 1.5.5:  Follow green building standards when 
constructing civic buildings and recognize builders that abide by 
these standards.

Goal 1 (continued)
Fort Lupton will promote the stewardship of the City’s natural resources and 

consider the needs of both the human and natural environment.
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Environment Policy 1.6: Respect, conserve and improve the quality of wildlife 
habitat, watersheds, open space and other natural resources when planning, 
designing and building new projects.

Environment Strategy 1.6.1:  Develop and implement a weed management 
program that focuses on eliminating invasive species while promoting native 
species.

Environment Strategy 1.6.2:  Encourage the redevelopment of vacant, 
underutilized and environmentally compromised land.

Environment Strategy 1.6.3:  Protect and restore, wherever possible, natural 
habitat for wildlife and native plants within the region.

Goal 1 (continued)
Fort Lupton will promote the stewardship of the City’s natural resources and 
consider the needs of both the human and natural environment.

Excerpts from Vision 2020

Protect the natural environment (South Platte River, Fulton Ditch, and Platteville Ditch); additionally, enhance and preserve 
aesthetically appealing open areas.

Achieve and maintain a balance between parks and natural open space areas.

Promote community xeriscaping and other water conservation methods of landscaping and irrigation.

Acquire, maintain, preserve, and retain open space land for the following purposes:

  To preserve or restore natural areas characterized by or including terrain, geologic formations,  ora, or fauna that
are unusual, spectacular, historically important, scienti  cally valuable, or unique, or that represent outstanding or rare 
examples of native species;

  To preserve water resources in their natural or traditional state, scenic areas or vistas, wildlife habitats, or fragile 
ecosystems;

  To preserve land for passive recreational use, such as hiking, photography or nature studies, and, if speci  cally 
designated, bicycling, horseback riding, or  shing;

 To guide and shape the development of the community;
 To prevent encroachment on  oodplains; and
 To preserve land for its aesthetic or passive recreational value and its contribution to the quality of life of the 
community.

•

•

•

•
•
•
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